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tle if anything more than the imperfect plats which 
been obtained by the system pursued. Still 

more is this true of the mountain districts and the 

higher latitudes to which we are now going. We 

have been acting Onan unsound theory, and the 

theory being unsound, no errors which result from 
ice can ever compensate for themselves. 

Mr. President, I see that there is not a disposi- 
tion to enter into the merits of this question, and 
it is disagreeable, under such circumstances, to 

its consideration. Butl scarcely know how 
wavoid it. If we adopt the old mode of survey 
for Oregon, there is an end of the matter. If we 
commence upon that system because we are pressed 
for time, 1 do not see how we are to escape the 
same evil in the adjoining country. It will then 
beapplied to California, as I suppose we will adopt 
some mode of survey for California at this session. 
If there is a mode by which the relative merits of 
the wo methods of survey can be tested, whether 
by acommittee of the Senate or otherwise, I should 
be very glad to see that course adopted. I have 
no wish to oo discussion on the Senate at this 
time, But | believe that we should not surrender 
this, the only wpportunity we can have to adopt a 
sysiem which is true in itself, and which can so 
favorably be applied to the country for which we 
are about to order surveys. It is to begin with 
the mode with which we must sooner or later end, 
if we are to have accurate maps. I believe it 
should now be ae there, hereafter to be ex- 
tended thence to the Atlantic. This mode, once 
inapplicable, can soon, if not now, be applied to 
the whole country, as the dense, heavy woods 
which prevented us in the valley of Ohio from 
commencing with this mode of surveying are now 


f inagreat measure removed. Then we may pre- 


senta map of the United States, such as France 
now presents of her territory—such as Switzer- 
land has given to geography. We are in this 


| matter behind the civilization of the nineteenth 


a and it - =~ we should come up to it; 
its advantages should a r in our public acts, 
and be conferred on eet tant ebaien, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I feel extremely 
desirous that the Senate shall give its favorable 
action to the bill before us. I do not design to 
express an opinion upon the amendment which has 
been offered by the Senator from Mississippi, or 
upon that system which the amendment proposes 
to establish. It may be, it probably is, a more 
accurate system than the one which is at present 
used. But I have risen only for the purpose of 
sfirming what was said by the Senator from Illi- 
nos, (Mr. Dovcras,] that the adoption of this 
amendment may lead to a lengthy discussion, and 
that discussion to a postponement of the bill; or, 
if adopted, to a discussion in the other branch of 
Congress which may iead to a defeat of the bill. 
For that reason alone, I hope the Senate will net 
adopt the amendment; and I trust that it will be 
willing to vote upon the bill at this time. I feel 
extremely anxious that the bill should be adopted. 
Sul, I shall feel it my duty to move its postpone- 
ment, if it leads to a discussion. I hope the Sen- 
ate will act rather than talk, 

Mr.GWIN. I have been very favorably im- 
pace with the plan of meveyine advocated by 
ee from Migsissippi. - I think it decidedly 
a best; but | am exceedingly anxious that this 
a should pass, and pass this session, and | am 

erefore unwilling to incumber it with amend- 
ae that may lead to its defeat. 1 am willing 
there should be a committee raised to inquire 
an the mode of surve by the Senator 
foand Mississippi, and 1 think it will probally be 
Sund the best for the Pacific coast, but | am un- 
willing to incumber this bill. 

; = FREMONT. I rise to express my grati- 
meen the amendment offered by the Sena- 
- Mississippi. 1 think that the old system 
om meade ought tu be broken up entirely, and I 

rs that it is not applicable tothe western 
cone, "116 the States at this time, or at 
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flinois had been surveyed by the geodetic and the least in one of them, it is against the law to make 
ical manner, she might now present a || a correct survey, and in a country so much bro- || 
as accurate as that of the garden, at a cost lit- || ken up as California is, with so many long and 
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steep slopes, especially where the lands will be- 
| come very valuable, | think the present mode en- 
| tirely inapplicable. I should be very glad to see 
| the amendment prevail. Although in the beginning 
| the expense of this new system would be a little 
| greater than the old, yet in a short time it would 
| be about the same, and these surveys may be 
| carried on now with as much rapidity as if the old 
system was applied to California. | think that, 
in her condition, having been born full grown, all 
| the scientific improvements of the age can well be 





| any loas of time | think it ought_to be done, 

| Mr. EWING. A very slight examination of 
| the subject has impressed me favorably with the 
| mode of survey suggested by the Senator from 
Mississippi. I rise, however, to say nothing upon 
the question, but merely to suggeat to him a modi- 
fication of his amendment, so as to put it in the 
| power of the department to direct surveys in that 


| mode, if, upon examination and inquiry, it be 
found expedient. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I will accept that morification. 

Mr. EWING. Well, if the Senator will mod- 
ify his amendment in that way, I can support it 
cordially. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will agree to that, and I 
hone no objection will be made to it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
ify my amendment so as to read as follows: 

“That if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Interior, 





made after whatis known as the geodetic method, under 
such regulations and upon such terms as may be provided 
| by said Secretary, or other department having charge of the 
| surveys of the publie lands; and that said gendetic surveys 
shall be followed by topographical surveys, as Congress may 
from time to time authorize and direct. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to ascertain 
whether, in that form, it does not make it imper- 
ative, instead of discretionary, to have the work 
performed in that way? 


the opinion of the Secretary it shall be preferable. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ah! That will do. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would ask the Senator from 
Mississippi whether it is necessary to strike out 
the third section? As this.is merely alternative, 
it should go in as an additional section. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes. I merely want to give the 
Secretary the right to prefer which ever he 
chooses. It would seem, therefore, that we should 
leave all the limitations of the old system of survey. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then move your amendment 
as a distinct section. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It would seem 
best, under the view now taken, not to strike out 
the third section, but to insert my amendment as 
an introduction to the section immediately after 
the word * enacted.” 

Mr. FELCH. In what part of the section is 
the amendment now to be inserted ? 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment is to go 
in immediately after the words: 

“ And he it further enacted, That,’ at the beginning of the 
section, and be followed by— 

“But if the present mode of surveying be adhered to, 
then it shall be the duty of said surveyor to cause a base 
line and meridian to be surveyed® and so forth, to the end 
of the section, as it stands in the original bill. 

Mr. FELCH. Yes; that will do. 

The amendment was then adopted. . 

Mr. YULEE.. | propose to strike out the fifth 
section of the bill. at section proposes to make 
a grant of half a section of land to every person 
who may go to Oregon to settle, from the Ist day 
of December next following, 1850, to the Ist De- 
cember, 1855. That ie to say, it proposes a gra- 
tuicy of half a section of land to every person who 
will go to live in Oregon. . This introduces an en- 
tirely new policy. It offers a stimulus to the set- 
tlement of a particular Territory, which is not 
allowed to any other Territory of this Union, and 
has not been allowed to any State of this Re- 

i¢ at any time. Heretofore. the highest 
efit that we have allowed to any settler has 





applied to her, and where it can be done without | 


[ will then mod- 


it shall be preferable, the surveysin said Territory shall be -| 


The PRESIDENT. The proposition is, if in | 
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|| Territories should be left without any such stimu- 
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been to give him a preémption——a first right to 
purchase at the Government price of a dollar and 


| a quarter the land upon which he settles in the 


i! alludes. 





| of things renders necessary. 


new State or Territory, and even that was limited 
to a quarter section. This bill proposes to give 
half a section to every one who will go to Oregon 
to settiethere. Now, if this section is to remain 
in the bill, I shall certainly expect, as a matter of 
fairness, and in order that other Territories and 
States where there are public lands, may be placed 
upon the same footing as Oregon, that the same 
inducement to settle in those States and Territo- 
ries shall be held out. Otherwise, nothing can be 
more unfair than that ail the migration should be 
directed to Oregon, and that the other States and 


lus to their population. | move to strike out the 


\| fifth section of the bill. 


Mr. BADGER. 1 wish to suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Florida [Mr. Yurer} that he entirely 
overlooks one material difference between Oregon 
and the other ‘Territories and States to which he 
In the first place, no man will go to Ore- 
gon unless you hire him to go there; and as it is 
an object to get the Territory settled, we must re- 
sort to the means which the particular condivion 
W hereas, with re- 
gard to the State of Florida, as of other of the Ter- 


| ritories, we may say of them, that they hold out 


i} 


so many inducements of themselves to attract set- 


|| tlement—their fine climate, rich soil, salubrious 


atmosphere, and many other circumstances that 
make them eminently desirable as places of resi- 
dence, and particularly, as my friend from Missis- 
sippi suggests, their delightful everglades some- 
times—that all that is necessary to fill them up 
with a large and valudble.and desirable population, 
is that the Government shall agree to sell the 
lands. Now, we want all this Territory peopled. 
it is highly important that Oregon should be popu- 
lated. The population is so small there that the 
people will scarcely be able to defend themselvea 
from Indians, apd until they get into a condition 
to be able to defend themselves, they will necesaa- 
rily cause the United States a large expenditure to 
defend them. Ide not see how we can do better, 
if we can only get people to go there by giving 
them the land. The only objection | can see is, 
that possibly it may involve something like un- 
fairness or fravd on the part of the Government to 
persuade people into settling such a country by 
the inducements held out to them, That isthe 
only objection | can suppose. | am therefore in- 
disposed to strike out the section, and I think, un- 
der the circumstances, if we can get anybody to 
go there, on any terms, we ought not to com- 
plain. e 
Mr. FOOTE. Having never had any of that 
jealousy, which I must say is rather too common 
on the part of certain portions of oum southern 
country towards our growing settlements in the 
far West, I shall vote against this proposition with 
great cordiality, being, for one, exceedingly de- 
sirous of the rapid seulement of all our frontier 
country on the Pacific. 
Mr. YULEE. There can be no jealousy upon 
a-matier of this sort, as | expect no benefit to any 
rt of the country to which I belong from any 
eiatesion here, and certainly none from any pro- 
vision of this sort. But, as a matter of policy, it 
seems to me that this provision is a very unfair 
one. I submit to the Senate whether there is any 
reason—whether it is a wise policy to stimulate 
migration to the other side of the Rocky Moun- 
tains? It is to be apprehended that the migra- 
tion has been much beyond what the natural 
inducements of the country will justify, thus far, 
and I learn that a very large number of the emi- 
rants are anxious now to return, and will return 
uring the Fall, if they can possibly obtain the 
means to return to this side of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. I was informed last aos that there are no 
less than twenty thousand on the Pacific side, who 
would be glad, by any means, and upon any terms, 
to be restored to their homes on thia side of the 
Rocky Mountains. But, be that as it may, 's 
there not inducement strong enough to attract be- 
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yond, perhaps, what ie p reasonable current of 
emigration to the other side of the Rocky Moun- || 
tains? We know that the emigration over land 
already this year is stated to be near fifty thou- 
sand, and that ten thousand of those persons are 
said to be settlers for Oregon, There are attrac- 
tions enough, either imaginary or real, to draw | 
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there with his family, is certainly entitled to one | 
hundred and sixty acres of land. We propose 
giving here only three hundred and twenty acres 
of land to the citizen who goes there with his fam- 
iy, and becomes an actual inhabitant of that || pioneers of the country—the first seitlers 
erritory; but the outfit necessary to reach the through so many difficulties, 30 man, vho 
spot Where that privilege is to be enjoyed would gers, perils, and privations, and who Sane 
to that country all the surplus population that || cost more than that quantity of land may be en- fore there was the present inducements held 
can be spared from the Atlaritic States. I ask || tered for in several of the States in this Union, || to them, are concerned, there would be something 
whether it is a wise omen to hold out inducements | Instead of three hundred and twenty acres under || equitable and just in making a donation to there 
to the people of the Atlantic States to transfer | such circumstances, being an extraordinary ad- But when it is proposed to give a section to al 
themselves to the Pacific in greater numbers than || vantage, I really consider it less than the actual || who are there now, it seems to me to be giving 
the natural attractions of the country there would } settler is entitled to. I was under the impression, |/ the fall extent that either liberality or justice. i. 
induce? We have the Territory of Minnesota || until I read the provision this morning, that the || any sense of the word, can demand at our hide, 
end other new Territories nearer to the Atlantic || bill gave a section of land, and if 1 would vote for || I understand this proposition to be based on the 
States, and which would keep our population more || the alteration of the section at all, it would be to in- || idea, adopted too by the Senator from North ion. 
compact, bat for the settlement of which no induce- || crease the quantity; for I think that as it stands it || lina, [Mr. Bapeer,} that it is very difficult to - 
ments are held out by legislation. And when we || gives to the actual settler very small compensation || settlers to go there, and that it is very desirabj. 
consider the fact, that the migration to the Pa- || indeed. || that the population should be strengthened s0 as 
cifie Territories far surpasses, without other than | Mr. BENTON. The bill proposes, I believe, || to be able to defend themselves, as weil as to in 
nataral inducements, the migration which hasever || to give only three hundred and twenty acres to || crease the general resources of the country, b 
taken place to any other Territory of the United || each family. Well, sir, six hundred and forty || bringing under cultivation and making prod.uctivs 
States, and is altogether unsurpassed and un- |) acres is but a small donation to a family so far off || immense districts, now a wilderness. Sir, is tha 
precedented, I can conceive of no propriety or } in the wilderness as these people are. We give a || the fact? E should like to have the views of hop. 
wisdom in a policy which would induce us to | quarter section to a single man and half a section,|| orable Senators on this point, since the discovery 
stimulate. still farther that transfer of our pop- | toa family, and, | hope, widows, among the sin- || of the riches found in the mountains of California. 
ulation to the Pacific, by offering inducements || gle men. I think that a very small amount to || have you made a proper estimate of the value of 
which have never been offered heretofore for || grant to people under such circumstances, and the || the Oregon Territory, of the cultivatable portion of 
the settlement of any new Territory. I can || United States, in selling their lands to actual set- || it? It is, I believe, one of the most advantageous 
see a propriety in allowing to those who eri- || tlers under such circumstances, sell it at the high- || locations for all purposes of agriculture, and man 
grated to Oregon during its early settlement a half || est price which is known—for a higher price than || other branches of industry, now within the limits of 
section of land. If they went there in the expec- || can be estimated in gold and silver put into the || thé United States, and holding out greater induce- 
tation of receiving it, and under the inducement of || Treasury. They get in return for it settlers who |} mentsto settlers than any other portion of our unset. 
bounty lands, held out by the bills which were || will improve and defend the country, and who in || tled domain. The riches to be found in the immense 
pending here fat the time, it is proper and right || all time to come will furnish defenders, not only || forests accessible to navigation and exportation 
that they should receive them. I donot, therefore, || for their own State, but for the service of the || from the ports of Oregon, and the immense demand 
propose to disturb the fourth section, which pro- || for lumber now existing in California, and which 
must continue to exist there while perhaps this 


| country, and who by their productions are pro- 
vides for all such, and also for all those who have || moting commerce and navigation, and bringing | 

gone there since, and who may go there before || money into the United States from customs. ‘They || Government stands, this alone will form a most 
the Ist December next; but the fifth section || are paying a great price in the service which they || attractive inducement to any enterprising and hon- 
proposes to go beyond that, and proposes to give || render to the country, and they are also paying || est man who may desire to better his fortunes, 
half a section to all who may go there within a || another great price in the privations and hardships || That is not all. They have perhaps a population 
period of five years ensuing after the Ist Decem- || which they themselves endure. I am, therefore, || of one hundred and fifty thousand or two hundred 
ber next. Now, do you give that to California? || in favor of great liberality towards the settlers of || thousand in California, not the one hundredth part 
Do you propose to give if to Nebraska? Have | new countries; and of all the settlers of new coun- || of whom subsist by the cultivation of the soil, but 
you given it to any Territory of the United || tries that we have had, none have been entitled to || who depend on the adjacent countries for their con- 
States? Do you give it to any of the States in || so much as the people of Oregon. They went to || tinual, daily, monthly, and annual subsistence. In 
whith the public lands lie? I ask gentiemen to in- || the country and begafi the good work when we || a few years there will be half a million there, 
dicate some reasons why the settlement of Oregon || were contending with a powerful foreign nation || and how many more years will it be before there 
should be stimulated = that of any other por- || for the title to the country. It was theiroccupancy || are two or three millions of inhabitants in that 
tion of the country? Why turn the tide of emi- || which forced the decision of the question from |} country, with its mountains hundreds of miles in 
gration to that Territory alone, and to none || which diplomatists and statesmen had been shrink- || length, and three or four in breadth, rich in their 
other? If you say it is desirable that the Pacific || ing. For more than a quarter of a century diplo- || golden deposits, and not one hundredth part of 


land to the old settlers, the pioneers i 
try, but to propose also a di tion of hair 
tion to all who may go there for the next five 


years. Now, I can conceive that a0 far as tive real 
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to California? hy confine it to Oregon, which 


opulated, then why ‘not give it || 


matists and statesmen had been staving off the 
question from year to year, but the pioneers of the 


has as many inducements to settlement as any of || West went and took possession, and their taking 


these Territories? Why specially select Oregon 
to be the recipient of this bounty, when you ex- 
clude the other Pacific Territories which it is 





possession forced the decision of the question upon 
the country. They conquered it from the savage. 
We may say they conquered it from Great Brit- 


them will ever seek to mend their fortunes or im- 
prove their condition. They must depend on the 
adjoining countries for their means of subsistence. 
The flour, I understand, which now supplies Cal- 
ifornia is drawn from the coast of Chili, and if ! 
am not misinformed in 


ve 


regard to Oregon, it 1s most 
productive in wheat. It is immediately adjoining 
California, with but a shert navigation, and ace 
cessible at all seasons of the year. hus, sir, there 
is no portion of the agricultural districts of the 
country that is at this moment better situated or 
offering higher inducements to emigrants, then the 
Territory of Oregon. Are not these inducements 
enough, even if no deposits of gold are found t 
invite emigration, without seeking to give away 
this rich and valuable territory? lam aware that 
any gentleman who takes such a course as this, 
who opposes such a proposition as this, 18 oppo- 
sing himself to the popular sentiment, and ‘hat any 
gentleman who seeks thereby to gratify his ambi- 
tion, and to ran @ popular career on this subject of 
|| giving away the public lands, will find himself 
overwhelmed by opposition. But, really, is it not 
enough to give those who went there without the 
inducements to which I have referred, and which 
are already sufficient, a section of land ? The peo- 
ple there are strong enough now to maintain them- 
selves without any protection from the General 
Government against the weak tribes on their bor- 
ders; and is it not enough to be tiberal to those 
who went there without these inducements, who 
had to incur the trials of early settlers, and who 
well earned this gratuity from the Government: 
Give them a section See i pene, but 
us not adopt this y of stimulating set- 
tlements by the via away of our richest and 
most valuable lands. My objection is founded of 
the ground that there is no necessity for this change 
in our general policy. Let us be as liberal as we 
have been heretofore. Let us give to the pioneer 
settlers, who have encountered all the hardships 


equally desirable should be settled? It is true, the 


mines in California may offera particular attrac- || timidity of legislators and diplomatists. They 
tion there, but then the agricultural portions of || conquered it, in every sense of the word, and they 
Salifornia offer no greater attraction than Oregon, |! are entitled to the gain. Oregon (without refer- 
and, perhaps, not so good; because Oregon seems || ence to other Territories) presents within itself the 
to be a better agricultural coufftry than Califor- || highest of all earthly claims upon the considera- 
nia, and it is equally important that the agricultu- || tion and kindness of the American Congress, and 
rai portions of California should be settled as those || | shall vote for the largest amount that any gentle- 
of Oregon. * Why, then, is the distinction made? || man will vote for. 

Why give this advantage to one and not to the Mr. DICKINSON. I concur entirely with the 
other? And why to the Pacific and not to the || two Senators last up in regard to this matter. The 
Atlantic Territories? I object to this special le- || greatest objection I have to it is that I think it not 
gislation. 1 hope the section will be stricken out, || enough. Oregon is now an organized Territory, 
and if it be desirable to stimulate the settlement of | but when most of these persons went there it was | 
the public lands in the new Territories, let it be || literally, as the old psalmody has it— 

done by a general bill, which will open them for’ Where nothing dwelt but beasts of prey, 
settlement everywhere. And men as fierce and wild as they.’” 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have no fear that the motion || They went and reclaimed it. They brought it 
of the Senator from Florida will prevail, and || under law and civiliz@tion, and to the United 
hence I will not waste the time of the Senate by |' States; they braved all the dangers of border life; 
giving the reasons which he calls for, But there | and if there are any people entitled to considera- 
are very good and sufficient reasons existing for || tion, and thata very liberal one, it is the people of 
giving a greater quantity of land to actual settlers || this Territory. The dangers of crossing the Rocky 
in Oregon than in any other Territory. In the || Mountains, the hazards of border life and of savage 
firat place, the extreme distance from the habita- || warfare, and the privations of thatdistant countr 
bie parts of the United States, and the great outfit || have been borne by them, and they have well 
neceasary in order to reach that far-off Territory. || earned all that it is proposed to give them. 
in other Territories of the United States that have || Mr. BELL. 1 do not wish to detain the Senate 
been heretofore settled, we have been in the habit | on this question, but it really strikes me that this 
of giving one hundred and sixty acres of land to || is ranning wild in a career in which we have run 
actual settlers, That was in territory contiguous '| wild before, or to some extent of late. I believe 
to States, and not more than a day’s ride from || that I have generally voted with the majority of 
them; but here isa Territory nearly three thousand || the Senate liberally for donations of the publie and 
miles off, and the young man who will go that || and donations also to settlers, but I understand 
distance, to say nothing of the adult who will go || this bill not only to propose to make a donation of 


ain. They conquered it from the supineness and 
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eee eeeeeaonnQq®@mee eee”: 
hich | have referred, this grant of land. Let us 
". o others the same preémption rights that we 
es granted heretofore, but let us not hold out in- 
see nts to further settlers, when they are already 
; er than are held out to settlers in any other 
Fe of the United States at this moment. 1 
to offer these remarks as some explanation 
for the vote which.I shail give on this subject. I 
yi not dwell further upon it; but to this whole 

sicy of getting rid of our richest and most val- 
Pole public lands as soon as possible, | am op- 

eed, and { should have attempted fo set myself 
wainst it at all times, had I not seen that it was 
impossible to stem the torrent of feeling and liber- 
siy on this subject which actuates both Houses 
of Congress at the present time. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not rise to detain the Sen- 
sie, bat to express the hope that the Senate will 
yowon theamendment. I have already deferred 
naking a motion which I suggested { would make 
or one hour, and 1 think Senators rust be fully 
sesible that if we do not devote a proper portion 
ofour time to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, it must result im an extra session of this 
body. As one individual poemeiaty shall struggle 
srongly to prevent such a result. I hope, there- 
fore, that the friends of Oregon will vote and not 











a preety And if the patronage proposed oa can or levy, on fone mney genen from = pesae 
to be bestowed upon emigrants there by the Goy- | G’Urt Ol 'aw OF equity; and that any such grantee ~ 
ernment should aid them in consummating so great |) jxed ham aieaiee” a pat he digg ig he graye =p 
an enterprise, it will notonly result to their benefit, || thereof, so to him granted, to any person or corporation who 
but it will increase the resources, extend the com- patece te heror depo i. ae owner of, a = 
merce, and strengthen the power of the National || — ae aan Ray orm See, © 
Union, When I come to compare this with sim- || Sin tn tan decd cf enwpegeeeee enna 
ilar inducements which at other times have been || _ | shall ask, sir, before the vote is taken on the 
offered, I do not think it by any means extrava- || proposition, the yeas and nays, and | propose to 
gant, nor do I think it more than a fair compensa- || offer a very few observations in reference to it, 
tion for the hazards incurred, or the delay and loss Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Senator allow me 
ef time incident to such an emigration. Anentire || to make a motion, which will not deprive him of 
year, or more than that even, must be lost in mi- || the floor, to postpone this subject until to-mor- 
grating from any portion of the United States to || row? 

Oregon. The distance is three thousand miles at || Mr. WALKER. I have no objection, if the 
least, from the habitable part of any State inthis || friends of the bill have none. 

Union to any part of the settlements in Oregon, || Mr. DOUGLAS, Oh, no; go on. 

and I think the grant of three hundred and twenty | Mr. WALKER. Very weil. [I was about to 



















acres is a very insufficient compensation for the || remark that the discussion which we have just 
hazards, difficulties, toils, and expenditure that is [ 


t ‘ I heard strikes me as somewhat out of place. it is 
incurred in making such atrip. I would rather || one which certainly applies to the present moment, 


increase it to a section, to six hundred and forty || and therefore has no application to the legislation 
acres, than to retain the amountat three hundred || to which it refers. If we take the train of argu- 
and twenty acres, and I do not think that such a || ment as indicative of the wishes of Senators, it 
grant, under the circumstances, would be a very || may be that those wishes are directed to the fu- 
munificent one on the part of the Government. || ture welfare of the country; but it seems to me 
They do not lose their allegiance to the United || that the arguments refer mérely to the present mo- 
States by emigrating to Oregon, but they go there || ment, and the selfish interests of those who exist 
as pioneers to the extension of the influence and in- | at the presentday. Their minds do not seem to 
crease of the power of the Republic, and they de- i be directed to the future welfare either of Oregon 
serve to be rewarded for the enterprise which they || or the United States; and the only inquiry in the 
evince. And the benefits and advantages that will || argument therefore is, is the grant or donation 
result to the Union from thus extending and increas- || proposed too small? | say to those gentlemen 
ing its power on the Pacific will morethan remuner- || that the time will come when people will go to 
ate the General Government for any disposition of || Oregon without this bounty, and when they get 
this character which may be made of. these public || there, mark my words, they will notthank Senatora 
lands. But it is objected that this bounty is con- | for having given these lands in whole sections to the 
fined to a particular section, and the Senator from || individuals who have gone there before them. Then, 
Florida asks why not extend its benefits to Cali- | sir, those who go there seeking for a home will 


qeoemnennmmnmmnsmmnanenilinaas 


k. 

oir HOUSTON. It was not my intention to 
have mace ea observations on this bill, and to 
have contented myself with voting for its passage 
put for the motion which has been made by the 
Senator from Florida to strike out the 5th section. 
[have objections to the section, but they are dif- 
ferent from those presented by the Senator. I ob- 
ject to it because the inducement or bounty offered 
is insuficient, as a consideration for the hazards 
aod difficulties incident to a removal to the far-dis- 
antterritory of Oregon. I grant you that it is not 
in accordance with the general policy of the Gov- 
ernment, but nevertheless, when we consider the 
peculiar situation of Oregon, it appears to be a 
wise, prudent, and most necessary departure from 
that policy. In the early settlement of Tennessee 
the policy then adopted by North Carolina was 
very similar to that which is now proposed here in 
reference to Oregon. A bounty or donation of 
land of 640 acres, or one section, was granted to 
all of the citizens of North Carolina who might 
choose to emigrate to Cumberland, or what is now 
West Tennessee. The reasons for this policy were 
obvious. Indian tribes of the most dangerous 
character surrounded them, and individuals, with- 
out some inducement, were Unwilling to encounter 
the hazards of removing to that country. Some 
of the best farmers and most substantial citizens of 
Tennessee have been furnished by the policy then 
pursued by North Carolina in affording this in- 
dacement. The settlement of Cumberland indeed 
might have been postponed for half a century but 
for this wise and humane policy, suggested by the 
wisdom of North Carolina statesmen. The con- 
sequence was that Cumberland soon obtained a 
p pulation sufficient to defend themselves against 
the powerful surrounding tribes of border Indians. 
Well, sir, what is the present situation of Ore- 
gon? Itis 80 remote from the settlements of the 
States that it has been considered almost beyond 
even the common sympathies which are extended 
to all people in our time. I recollect that when I 
firsteame into this Chamber, Oregon was then a 
bone of contention. Some there were who con- 
tended that aid should be extended to Oregon, 
while others opposed it, and through that, or some 
other cause, up to the present time, the Territory 
has been almost entirely neglected. And at a 
time when she was most seriously threatened by 
the Indians, a regiment raised for her necessary 
defence was diverted from the object of its creation 
and marched to Mexico. Thus Oregon has been 
for years without the benefit of any protection 
from the Government. The scovie who have 
gone there deserve great credit, but it is only in 
accordance with the enterprise of the American 
character, and with that daring spirit of adventure 
which has ever animated the American people, 
and which will doubtless continue to animate them 
while there are distant lands to occupy or difficul- 
as to encounter. Those who have gone there, 
a ; who it is said are so anxious to return, will soon 
nv’ reason, if these inducements shall be given to 
be eens, to remain there. Their @ndition will 
nd » additional confidence will be inspired, 
and they will prosper into a flourishing and pow- 


fornia? Well, sir, I have no objection to its being || look back on this legislation with disapprobation 
extended to California, if it will induce agricultur- || and regret. Sir, if you desire to legislate for the 
ists or mechanics to go there. We. find that the || permanent interests of Oregon, and for the per- 
lumber trade in Oregon is likely to be one of vast || manent interests of the whole country, do not 
importance, and that it is one of the finest wheat || adopt the policy of granting this land in large 
producing countries in the world, and why should |, amounts to individuals; but, on the contrary, let 
we not adopta policy which will encourage our || the grants be as small as the ultimate interests of 
citizens to throw themselves in competition with || the country will demand, so that, when the popu- 
Chili and other South American States, who find || lation becomes heavy and dense, the iand of the 
a market for their productions in California? Jt |! country shall be as equally distributed as the then 
will be aiding our people, and we have a surplus || present and now future interests of the country 
in this section of the country which we can spare. || may require. Gentlemen seem to be vying with 
Those who wish to transfer themselves to that || each other as to who shall make the largest prop- 
country do not lose their citizenship; they are still || asition in regard to this matter; but, sir, they are 
American citizens, and the Republic should en- || directing their mighty energies in a direction which 
courage the enterprise which takes them thitfer. it appears to me will be unavailing in one point of 
It is not a benefit conferred upon strangers; it is || view; that is, if the object is to see which can 
one which tends to the developing of our vast re- || make the largest bid over the other. Why, they 
sources, and the opening of new markets to our }; are bidding for a section of the country which has 
enterprise and industry. This is the result, sir, |; vote, and one of the gentlemen even bid 
which this proposition seeks to attain, and it should || for the widows, who have no vote. I heard of a 
be the object of every American to attain. Well, || politician in the State of Illinois who once took a 
sir, I am most cordially in favor of this bounty, friend, who happened to be from the Emerald 
and am willing to convince the Senator from Flor- || Isle, to show him a dredging machine invented by 
ida that I am not partial to Oregon, by assuring || @ friend of mine to plough through the low prairies 
him That I will support a proposition which will || of Illinois, and which was being used to construct 
give the same bounty to settlers in Florida, I am || 4 feeder for the canal. The machine was in opera- 
willing to give a section to any individual who de- || tion, scraping up immense quantities of earth, 
sires to locate himself upon any portion of the || and removing it. Paddy looked at it awhile, and 
public lands which has been once in the market || at last he exclamed, “ Sure, it works beautifully, 
and remains unsold; and I assure the Senator that || and scrapes up the dirt in fine style. Indade, it 
if he will introduce a bill to give three hundred || does the work of five Irishmen; but thin, my 
and twenty or six hundred and forty acres to every || friend, be Jasus, the thing can’t vote.” ‘* That's 
industrious family who will emigrate to Florida || a fact,” said the politician, patting him on the 
and occupy land that has been once brought into || shoulder, ‘* and | wouldn’t give one Irishman for 
market me remains unsold, T will promise to sup- |, forty machines.” [Laughter.] Gentlemen here 
port it. I have no desire in this matter to make | are directing their energies the wrong way, if their 
fish of one and flesh of the other, and I am willing \ object is to get bids; but, if their objects be the 
to extend this policy wherever these public lands | real interests of the country, let them-look at what 
can be reduced to cultivation. It is a policy, sir, || it will be hereafter, when the necessities of the 
which I always have and always shall support as | country and the necessities of settlers shall require 
long as I have a seat on this floor, or while we | the distribution of a less quantity of land to each 
have a boundless domain uncultivated, and a peo- || than what is now proposed to be given them. 
ple ready to engage in tilling and cultivating it. _Now, this amendment, as it is proposed, is in 
Mr. YULEE asked for the yeas and nays on | Y'¢W of the quantity being one hundred and we 
his amendment, and they were ordered. | acres, but it is applieable also, if the quantity shall 
Mr. WALKER. Is not the section, before it | be retained at three hundred and twenty acres. it 
is stricken out, tible of amendment? proposes to exempt the land from forced sale, ont 
The PRESIDENT. It is. to leave it perpetually in the hands of those to 
Mr. WALKER. Then, sir, I wish to offer || W20m itis granted, or so long as this Government 
the following amendment, to come in at the close || ©" contro! it, which is as long as the existence 
of the section as a second proviso: . * meron Ley gyhe =e my u _ pre- 
, provided clades the transfer of it to those who already own 
| St. wd tee oe merge &@ quantity not exceeding one hundred and sixty 
the territorial government in Oregon, exempt trom forced || acres. 1 believe this to be the true policy for the 
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question on its general 
sion before the Senate, and 1 do not now propose | 


to repeat anything I then said; and I'am the more } 
y of my life that such ought to 


convinced every 
be the policy adopted by the Government. [| am 
satiefied of this fact, too, from the manner in which | 


the country—not the politicians, not the office- | 


THE 


country to adept I have already argued this | 
principles on another occa- || favor 


} 


} 


the argument | then addressed to the Senate struck | 


} 
| 


seekers or office-holders of the country, but the | 


laboring men of the land. These things, | repeat, 
have satisfied me the more that the views I then 
presented were in consonance with the true inter- 
ests of the country. It is in this light that the | 
men who have written and spoken un the subject | 
have placed it before the community—men who | 
take no other view than is prompted by their re- 
gard for the interests of the people and the coun- 
try, and particularly of the great mass of it—of | 
the laboring community, who have, do now, and | 
ever roust contribute the true wealth which the | 
country possesses. 
ihe height of my ambition to see this policy adopt- | 
ed; and I repeat it here, I offer this ay endment to | 
lest the sense of the Senate on the subject, and | | 
ask for the yeas and nays upon it, 
Mr. BADGER. 1 wish to second the proposi- | 
tion more than once made by the Senator from 
Maine. Itis known to the Senate that to-morrow | 
we have to take up the civil and diplomatic appro- | 
priation bill, and proceed with it until it is disposed | 
of. itis known to us all, too, that we have Ex- 
ecutive business enough before us to occupy the 
Senate for one week, apply all the time we daily 
give to our public duties. Now, unless we can | 
dispose of some of the most essential public busi- 
ness to-day, in Executive segsion, it seems to me 
that the consequence will be as sdggested—that 


father. That is my opinion. 


For myself, as the member of a State, | am in 
the homestead exemption. I believe that 
families, widows, and children should be protected 
by the State, as much as possible, against the im- 
providence and misconduct of the husband and 
In my own State, 
in the constitution just proposed to the people, and 
which, I hope, will be adopted, this feature is in- 
corporated. 
mane feature. I do notrefer to the amount which 


before, I am 


‘utterly opposed to Congress SHempting to inter- 
e 


1 have said that it would be || 


i} 


| 
| 
| 


| 


we shall be convened in extra session between the || 


close of this and the next session. I have stated | 
these facts, and shall leave it to the Senate to de- | 
cide upon the course it will pursub. If it intends | 
to proceed with this bill, and occupy the day in | 
jts discussion, | shall undoubtedly put in and take | 


my full share in throwing away as much of the || 


day as may be convenient; but if it chooses to 


take up Executive business, I desire it may do so, || 
and for that purpose I move to lay this bill on the || 


table, as a test of the intention of the Senate. 

Mr. BELL. We have but two amendments to | 
vote on, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
on the motion. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 
sidered a teat 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


I hope it will not be con- 
uestion. 


but whether the Senate will proceed to Executive 
business, 

Me. DOUGLAS. I shall give up all hope of 
the bill if it is now laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

‘The mouon to lay on the table was not agreed to. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on Mr. Wax- 
er’s amendment. . 

Mr. BENTON. As I heard the amendment 
read, it makes no exception in favor of contracts 
now existing. If the amendment is to be pressed, | 
i think it should be prospective, and only applica- 
ble to contracts in the future. 

Mr, CASS. As to the granting of land to actual 
settlers in Oregon, | am prepared to go as far as 
any man, and I believe we are called upon to do 
it, by every just consideration. It adds to the 
power, stability, and wealth of the country, and I 
am therefore prepared, as I have before said on an- 
other occasion, to grant to every settler in the 
United States, who will ge upon it and make it 
productive, a tractof land, under proper limita- 
tions. I believe there is no more important sub- 
ject for our consideration before the country. Men 
are worth more than land, and land is pe valu- 
able when it is eer by men for the purposes 
of cultivation. Now, with respect to theamendment 
of the Senator from Wisconsin, | cannot go for it. 
it ix to me a Wilmot proviso, I believe it to be 
one of those questions which should be left to in- 
ternal legislation, and for the people to determine 
for themeeives. I believe we have no more right to 
interfere with it than we have with any other ques- 
tion of internal legislation, And so with respect to 
Sutes. if application was made to apply this pro- 
vision to public lands which we hold in the States, 
we could not de it. We cannot control it, avd it 
is a question to be leftto the people of the country. 


meddle with this matter of internal legislation, 
which belongs exclusively to the people of the 
States and Territories. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I feel under obligations to re- 
new the motion just made by the Senator from 
North Carolina. One word while lam up. There 
is an old saying “save me from my friends.” I 
think this bill may well exclaim ** save me from 
my friends.” 1 move to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill until to-morrow, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding to the consideration of Execu- 
tive business. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, 


I think it a wise, judicious, and hu- | 


| 
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| 
| 


I hope that motion will not } 


prevail. This bill has been postponed several || 


times, when it could have been disposed of in a 
moment ortwo, If it is now again postponed, 
there must be anew discussion on it. All this 
debate will be lost if we postpone the bill, and to- 
morrow will be occupied ‘with it again. I hope 
we will go through with it now. We can get 
through with it in a few minutes. The best way 
now is to husband our time and stick toa measure. 
Then we can get through. I hope the motion will 
not prevail. 

-Mr. BUTLER. I should be perfectly willing 
to take a vote on this bill without further debate. 
It happens, however, that we have most of the 
President’s nominations under our control. And 
if we go into the discussion of them in secret ses- 


| sion, it will take nearly the residue of the time of 


this session. 


The motion was rejected on a division: Ayes 22, 
|| noes, 23. 


The 
Mr. 


uestion recurred on the amendment. 
ALKER. In reference to the suggés- 


|| tion of the Senator from Missouri, 1 wish to say 


there is a bill now before the Senate, which I be- 
lieve has been advocated by him, in which there is 
this exemption. It is the bounty land bill, which 


| isin charge of the Senator from [\linois, [Mr. 


Suieips.] There it is expressly provided that the 
land jt grants shall not be subject to the payment 


to the issuing of the patent. 

The Senator from Michigan says that he is an 
advocate of these donations for actual settlement 
with proper checks and limitation. I hope the 


| time will come when he will see the favorable mo- 


ment to establish these proper checks. 1! deem this 


| one ofthem. Thatis the reason I have offered 


the amendment. 


Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, as the yeas 


| and nays have been ordered, I wish to say a word 


| misunderstood. 
| views expressed by my honorable friend from 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


or two lest my Vote on this amendment should be 
I do not concur entirely in the 


Michigan. With regard to our right or our power 
to interfere in the internal regulations of these 
Territories, it is very well known that I entertain 
the opinion that we have the largest power with all 
their concerns. They are Territories, and we 
have a right todo as we please with them. But I 
will not vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin for a reason to which I wish to call his 
attention, : 

Mr. President, in the early times of our English 
forefathers, lands were protected from creditors. 
They seemed to have been entirely protected; and 
various contrivances were resorted to by legisla- 
tion to keep lands in the families in which they 
once were found. But since that time the free 
spirit of that country, through the judges, and 
when it could reach and influence’ the legislative 
body there, has been engaged in an effort to dis- 
entangle land from these incumbrances, to make 


_ it the subject of free disposition, and, so far as the 


aristocatic notions of that country would allow, 
to make it amenable to the payment of just debts. 
1 think tat was progress in the right direction; 
and | «1 not for taking a step backwards towards 
those times when the interests of a man’s family 


| 


| 


| y 





| claims of creditors are not to be respecte 
| may be fixed or the details, but the got princi- |) : 


|| ple Lam in faver of. But, asl sai 


ert, 


were considered as higher or more + walt Cotate 


interests of his ereditora and his obligation a 
pring debts. ! have no notion, for one ado 
shall embark in an arrangement by which weshes 


| secure this ee from creditors, by whie ~— 


: a. : hich w 
shall give our tive sanction to th ‘ 
ing of creditors, by which we shall — . 
as our legislation can teach, that we hink the 
_ Again, sir, if we give these lands, I am for gir. 
ing them out and out. Every trammel throw 
around them is, in my judgment, either mediately 
‘or immediately an injury to the owner, y 
credit is injured if his property is not liable fo, hig 
debts A man’s respectability is diminished jf , 
be allowed to retain his property and hold his 
creditors at defiance. The pecuniary interests the 
moral character, and ultimate success of every 80. 
ciety requires that every man should be compelled 
to feei that honesty, if he does not esteem it his 
highest duty, is at least his best policy, Ayq 
therefore, unless my friend from Wisconsin cap 
remove these objections, I must vote against his 
amendment. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I seldom yor 
for the yeas and nays on these collateral questions 
which spring up. If the yeas and nays are ordered 
gentleman must get up and explain their yous 
as they have to go on the record. They ar 
obliged to do so, do not complain of any one 
that does so. I therefore vote against the yeas and 
nays on little collateral questions, both to avoid 
time in taking them, and still more to avoid tie 
speeches which must necessarily be made if the 
yeas and nays are ordered. If the call for the 
eas and nays in this case be withdrawn, by unan- 
imous consent, we can finally finish this business, 
and have that Executive session which we all de- 
sire. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment, resulted: 


EE Dodge of Wisconsin, Seward, and Walk- 
er—3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Barnwell, 
Bell, Benton, Berrien, Bright, Butler, Cass, Clarke, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Feich, 
Frémont, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Joues, King, Mangum, 
Mason, Morton, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, 
Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, 
Wales, Winthrop, and Yulee—44. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Yurexr’s motion 
to strike out the 5th section of the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I rise to 
propose a compromise, and that is, that we retain 
the section, but change 1855 into 1852. This will 
give.two years to enable persons to avail them- 
selves of the benefit of these donations, and put it 
in the power of the next Paes to extend the 
time, if they think proper. I am a friend of the 
bill, and preter changing 1855 to 1852. If that 
can be done, we may all perhaps vote for the bill. 

On a division there was a tie—ayes 22, noes 2. 

So the amendment did not prevail. 

Mr. DAWSON called for the yeasand nays on 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has decided 
the question, and the yeas and nays cannot now 
be ordered, 

Mr. DAWSON. Then I renew the amend- 
ment, and call for the yeas and naysonit. - 

Mr. TURNEY. I would inquire if that isin 
order? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Is it in order, in Commitice 
of the Whole, to renew an amendment that has 
been already rejected? The amendment can be 
offered again when the bill shall have been re- 
ported to the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. In consequence of there 
being an equal division of the Seuate, the Chair 
announced that the amendment was lost. No 
question has been taken since, and hence the mo- 
tion is not strietly in order. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, Let the amendment be 
offered in the Senate. sh 

Mr. WINTHROP. Mr. President, this is 
constitutional question rather than a point of 
order. The Constitution says that “ the yeas and 
nays of the members of either House on any ques- 
tion shall, at the desire of one fifth of those pres- 
ent, be entered on the Journal,” { know not how 
it is in this body, but in the other branch this has 
been construed to give a right to one-fifth of the 
ohaibore be Gina toe yeas and nays, even after 
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‘on has been taken viva voce or by tellers, 
es other question had etreanel. I do 
Bemake any point on the subject, but only sug 
pot it as 8 e of getting over the difficulty. 
ur. DICKINSON. That cannot be the rule, 

use according to that the and nays 
ni be taken on a question after other business 


intervened. 2 

Mr. WINTHROP. Bat here no question has. 
intervened. 
iene PRESIDENT. The Chair would state that 
po question was pending when the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. Dawson] called for the yeas and 
mys. When a question is pending, under the 
Constitution one fifth of the Senate can order the 
asand nays. But the yeas and nays cannot be 
ordered on a question thatis not pending, which 
has beea disposed of by the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. Can I now renew the amend- 


nt? 
Mrhe PRESIDENT. The Senator from Geor- 
ia can effect his object, by proposing to strike out 
ower words than were proposed in the original 
amendment. ‘ 

Mr. DAWSON. Then I move to strike out 
“the first day of December, 1855,” and insert 
«the fourth day of March, 1852 ;”” and I ask the 

eas and nays on it, 

The question being taken, by yeas and nays, on 
the amendment, resulted: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mis- 
cissippi, Dawson, Dayton, Ewing, Greene, Hunter, King, 
Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Sebastian, Smith, Spru- 
ance, Turney, Underwood, Waiker, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS—Mesers. Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
Cooper, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Douglas, Downs, Felcti, Foote, Frémont, Hale, Hamlin, 
Houston, Jones, Norris, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Soulé, Stur- 
geon, Wales, and Winthrop—26. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 now move to strike out 
“five” and insert “‘three.”” ‘This will allow until 

1853, which is, I think, a reasonable allowance. 
And on the amendment I call for the yeas and 
nays. < ’ ' 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted : 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Barnwell, 
Bell, Berrien, Butler, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Ewing, Foote, 
Greene, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pratt, 
Sebastian, Smith, Soalé, Spraance, Turney, Underwood, 
Walker, @nd Yulee—29. 

NAYS—Messtrs, Benton, Bright, Cass, Chase, Cooper, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, 
Downs, Feich, Frémont, Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, 
Norris, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Sturgeon, Wales, Whit- 
comb,and Winthrop—24. 

So the amendwent was adopted. 

Mr. YULEE. As the amendment will prob- 
ably be considered by the Senate somewhat in the 
light of a compromise, the probability is that the 
motion which I made, and which is now pending, 
will not be adopted. I will not put the Senate to 
the trouble of taking a vote on it, but will with- 
on my motion to strike out the fifth section of 
the bill, ; 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, this bill, as I 
am informed, is a precedent which is about to be 
established for giving away the — lands in the 
Territories-to actual settlers. 1 doubt the justice 
and propriety of giving them away atall. But if 
they are to be given to actual settlers as a dona- 
tion, it seems to me that this donation should at 
least be restricted to citizens of the United States. 
There is a provision in the fifth section of this 
bill which proposes to give lands equally to aliens 
48 to citizens. It is that provision which provides 
that this land shall be ame to “all white male 
citizens of the United States or persons emigrating 
from the United States who shall have made dec- 
laration of intention to become such.” 

The PRESIDENT. The words ‘ emigrating 
from the United oe ”” have been stricken out. 

7 Mr. MASON. Then land is to be — to 
all white male citizens of the United tes, and 
all persons who shall have made a declaration of 
intention to become such.’’ So, according to this 
bill, aliens, on arriving in the United States, and 
declaring their intention to become citizens, ma 
receive this land. { move to strike out the 
and all persons who shall have made declaration 


to become such.’? 4 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. | hope this emendment 


vane oe ieegeaee now in the a 
raw language our preémption laws. 
trust we are not going to shee any bestlllly a 
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this late day to foreign em ion, when foreign- 
io ete e teeter aaa aaite te tee ee 
Territories. The language 
stands is precisely the language of all our preémp- 
tion laws. | trust the Senate will vote down the 
amendment. 


of the bill as it now 


Mr. BRIGHT. The honorable Senator from 


Iowa is correct in saying that the language of the 
bill is like all other bills of the same character. If 
this amendment prevails, the title of the bill will 


have to be amended so as to be entitled, **A bill 


granting land to actual settlers, and prohibiting 
persons who have been born without the limits of 


the United States from participating in any of the 
benefits derivable under this bill.” It is proper 
that the Senate should understand this before vo- 
ting on the amendment. I would not myself vote 
for a system that gave lands away indiscriminately 
to all the citizens of the Old World. But when 
they come here in good faith, intending to make 
this their home, proposing to follow agricultural 
pursuits, making, as I know they do, the best of 
citizens, Lam in favor of extending to them the 
benefits of this law. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I think the 
analogy to which both the gentleman from Towa 
and the gentleman from Indiana alluded wholly 
fails. Preémption rights are not gifts. They are 
not gratuities: They only afford some facilities 
for settlement. But the lands have to be paid for. 
This is an entirely different thing. If it were not 
too late in the day to go into a discussion of the 
question ef power, I should like to know where 
any Senator will find the power to make. a dona- 
tion ad libitum to all the refuse of the Old World that 
may choose to seek this country as an asylum. 
But [ will not be guilty of raising the question of 
power at this time, for now we find power to do 
what we desire to do. I have seen no instance to 
the contrary in my experience, which is not now, 
by any means, very short. I shall certainly vote 
for the amendment of the Senator from Virginia, 
holding it to be in accordance with sound princi- 
ples and good policy. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, no principle 
of this kind has been established by any previous 
law or action of Congress. What are the induce- 
ments that wé are holding out now to foreigners in 
order to get clear of our public lands, and take 
them away from the women and children of this 
re You extend the time when you will 
grant for three years. During these three years 
the information will go all over the continent of 
Europe. Foreigners will throw themselveg into 
your country, and as soon as they land make a 
declaration of intention to become citizens. Be- 
fore the three years expire the whole of your im- 
mense lands will be gone. ‘They will turn loose 
their whole population, and especially their pau- 
per population. Look at the inducements. ree 
hundred and sixty acres of land! For what? 
What service have they rendered to the country? 
Have they served in the defence of the country? 
Have they paid a dollar of taxation? Where do 
the millions come from that you expend in the 
purchase of these lands? They come from your 
citizens who have been here from the found- 
ation of your Government up. And when the 
land is brought in, searcely a dollar is returned to 
the Treasury, but it is given away to those who 
come from foreign countries, the only condition 
being that they shall declare their intention to be- 
come citizens. 

Mr. President, this bill will add to these steam- 
ships and their owners an immense fortune in 
transporting men, women, and children. Our sea- 
shores will be covered with foreigners who arrive 
here, and they will make their way to your public 
lands; because the citizen of New Hampshire or 
Georgia, who is fixed to his location by birth, be- 
ing stationed there with all the conveniences of 

ife around him, with all the advantages which 
have grown up by his industry, cannot leave his 
home. He most stay there,and must pay for 
purchasing the land for the benefit of igners. 
I have upon this state of things; and it has 
been to me a most unpleasant source of reflection. 
I repeat what I have said before, that we 

here too much upon a tion to gratify those 
whose votes are wanted. - old thirteen States, 
who have Jone more for this country and more to 
sustain it, with the assistance of \he new States, 
since they have come into'this Union, pay a great 
proportion of the expenses, and receive none of 















| they come here within three years, 


the benefits of the public lands. The public lands 
are going fromus. And when we cannot find our 
own countrymen willing to emigrate to Oregon, 
we advertise to the world, and tell people that if 
m any part 
of this globe—if they only signify their intention 
to become citizens, which they may never con- 
summate, they will get three hundred and sixty 
acres of the public lands. And what is the reason 
which is given for this? lt is that you want to 
increase the population of the country, when it is 
increasing with sufficient rapidity. And to in- 
crease it how? By taxing your people to buy 
land to give away to these people—the paupers of 
the world. And if a Senator stands up and speaks 
in favor of the rights of his own countrymen and 
of his own section, he is called illiberal. 

I do not blame my friends from the new States 
for having a disposition to encourage, because they 
settle their States more rapidly. But never en- 
courage them to such an extent as to give them 
privileges which your own native-born cilizens 
cannot enjoy. In three years it will be advertised 
in every paper on the continent of Europe; and 
the publication will be circulated most rapidiy by 
all persons interested in steam navigation or in sail 
navigation. And why? In order that they may 
load their ships with the paupers of Europe; and 
the governments of Europe will even make an ap- 
propriation to get the paupers away from them, 
when they are to be provided for in this asylum of 
the whole world with three hundred and sixty 
acres of land, merely by making a declaration of 
intention to become a citizen. 

Mr. President, we ought to consider these things. 
We ought to act upon them. And no gentleman 
ought to consider me illiberal in relation to foreign- 
ers. Itis notso. | descend immediately from a 
foreigner. But! have no idea of oppressing our 
people for the benefit of the populauon which is 





induced to come to this country. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Georgia is 
entirely mistaken about this bill. The title to the 
land in the foreigner cannot be completed until his 
naturalization is completed. : 

Mr. BENTON. That is just what | was going 


to say. 

Mr. DAWSON. What limit is there as to the 
time? How long will it take for the purpose of 
taking out naturalization papers? 

Mr. BENTON. Five years. 

Mr. DAWSON. From the time that he signi- 
fies his intention to become a citizen of the United 
States? 

Mr. BENTON. He cannot obtain a patent until 
he has been in the United States five years. 

Mr. DAWSON. But he can hold the land until 
the five years come round. 

Mr. MASON. As the biil now stands in that 
section, all who are citizens of the United States 
may partake of this bounty; but he must be 
a citizen of the United States to enable him to do 
so. The Senator from Indiana is mistaken in say- 
ing that the provision will exclude all who are for- 
eign born. The bill admits all who are citizens of 
the United States; but if that amendment is not 
adopted, one who is not a citizen of the United 
States will go upon the public lands and receive a 
donation from it, and enjoy itas hisown. Now, 
the naturalization laws require not only a prelim- 
inary declaration to become a citizen, and he 
cannot become a citizen until five years have ex- 
pired, but he must, at the end of the five years, — 
evidence that he has conducted himself asa go 
and orderly citizen; he must have évidence fur- 
nished of his good character. The policy of the 
naturalization laws will not admit those to citizen 
ship who have not acquired such a character as 
will enable their neighbors to say that they will 
be good citizens. Yet the bill, in the face of that, 
will allow any one to réceive a donation of these 
lands. 

Sir, I have no hostility whatever to naturalized 
citizens. I welcome all alike, if they have com- 
plied with the law so that they may stand on an 
equal footing. Let them enjoy the land if it is to 
be given away; but till they do become citizens, I 


see no riety in it. 

Mr. FELCH. i merely desire to call the aiten- 
tion of the Senate to a provision contained in the 
4th section of the bill, in the 34th line. It is there 
provided: 

alien shall be entitled to 3 mt to jand, do- 
nated by thie act, until he shall have produced tw the sur- 
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Ore! record evidence that his nat- 
pele ogee e cuigen of the United States bas been 
completed.7 

This provision of course covers the very case 
intended by the motion to strike out, proposed by 
the Senator from Virginia. The title of the alien 
to the land cannot be perfected until his naturaliza- 
tion has been completed. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I rose to make an inquiry of 

entlemen acquainted with the details of this bill. 
P oedorsant that a party who has made a decla- 
ration of his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States is entitled to take three hundred and 
twenty acres of land. He may take possession of 
it, and enjoy it; bat he cannot obtain his patent 
until he has become a citizen. Now, I wish to 
know if there is any time limited in the bill within 
which he is required to execute his intention to 
become a citizen? If not, he has a title which is 
perfect, whether he obtains a patent or not. I ask 
for information. ~ 

If that question cannot be answered so as to re- 
move the objection which necessarily results from 
a statement of fact, then the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Virginia ought to receive the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. FELCH. There is not any limitation as 
to time in the bill. The two portions of the bill 
are to be construed together. 


the title would not be perfect until a patent has 


issued, because the issue of the patent is provided | 
for by the full and perfect right of the person oc- | 
cupying the premises. Although he might have 


possession, he could not exercise the usual rights 
of ownership. 
80 as to convey the land until his naturalization is 
completed. 

Mr. BERRIEN. If there be no limitation as 
to time, as the Senator from Michigan says, within 
which this declaration of intention must be carried 
into execution; if he be permitted, upon a mere dec- 
laration of that intention, to be put in possession 
of land, he has an avsolute title in which no law 
can disturb him. But whatever right of posses- 
sion he has, as there is no limitation to the transfer, 
he may transfer it to another. {had supposed, 
when the motion was first made, that there was 
some specification of a time within which the natu- 
ralization must be perfected. But, suppose the 
five years should run out which are provided by 
the naturalization law, and the party should apply 
to become a citizen and his application should be 
rejected by the court, on the ground that there 
wis not sufficient evidence that he was worthy of 
being naturalized, it would still be in his power to 
renew his application; so that one of two things 
ought to occur: either the amendment of the 
Senator from Virginia ought to prevail, or there 
should bea prescribed limit, within which the ori- 
ginal declaration of intention should be carried into 
execution. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I do not think the 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia ought to 
prevail under any circumstances. I made the as- 
sertion when | was up before, that the language of 
this bill was precisely the language used in the last 

vre’mption law which was passed by Congress. 

t will be borne in mind by all who are familiar 
with the matter, that there never was any require- 
ment that a foreigner, on coming here, should even 
file any declaration of his intention to become a 
citizen, unti! the enactment of the law of 1841. 
The tenth section of that law enacts: 

* That from and after the passage of this act, every person 
being the head of a family, or widow, or single man, over 
the age of twenty-one years, and being a citizen of the 
United Suites, or having filed his declaration of intention to 
become a citizen, as requitred by the naturalization laws, 
whe since the first day of June, A. D. eighteen hundred and 
forty, bas made or shall hereatver make a settiement in per- 
son on public lands,” &e. 

That was the first time in the history of the 
legislation of this country, with reference to the 
public lands, that the settler was required to de- 
clare his intention, to become a ciuzen. Siry 
keow that I have myself, as register of the land 
office, granted hundreds of preémption rights to 
foreigners who settled in lowa, according to the 
provisions of this law, but who never declared 
their intention of becoming citizens of the United 
Siaies; and they were as citizens and as 
gees men as ever settled in the United States. 

ere than that, I know that those who set- 
tled in Wiseonsin in 1831 and 1832 were many 
of them Lrighmen who never knew that they were 
required to file their intentions to become citizens; 


it is manifest that | 


He conld not have a perfect title | 








| 


' 


i 


| 


} 


| 
| 





| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and yet these men fattened the land with their 

blood, paid taxes, worked the roads, and did 
| everything that any citizens of the United States 
| could do. 

I hope this new and anomalous amendment will 
not prevail. : 

Mr. CASS. I do not see in this bill any limita- 
tion as to time; but as a practical measure it ap- 
pears to me to be one of the most useless. Here 
you require a foreigner to make a declaration of 
his intention to become a citizen of the United 
States. He goes upon a piece of land and gets 
possession, and begins to make his improvements. 
| Now, I ask the Senator from Georgia if he sup- 
| poses there will be one case in ten thousand in 
which a man will not only file his declaration but 
complete his naturalization? He will do it in order 
to perfect his title, if for no other reason. We all 
know that foreigners do not rely upon possessory 
titles, or upon the construction which lawyers may 
gire to an act of Congress. The foreigner wants 

is patent with the big seal upon it, so that he can 
have the satisfaction of knowing that he is secure. 
Where is the man who, after having made his im- 
provements, would not be anxious to take out his 
patent? He would be instigated by his possession 
of the land to complete his naturalization, and 
above all by the desire to perfect his title. I have 
no objection to a limitation; but I really see no 
useful end that it will accomplish. 

Mr. BERRIEN. | desire to say a single word 
for the purpose of noticing the want of analogy 
between the right granted in this case and the 
right of preémption. This is a bounty,a dona- 
| tion. The party acquires his possessory title 
simply by the act of declaring his intention, which 
he may or may not execute, retaining for an un- 
limited time that possessory title. The Senator 
from Michigan tells me that there is no objection 
to thia limitation of time, but that practically there 
is no use in it, because the parties will in all 
cases endeavor to obtain their patents. It seems 
not to be understood by the Senator from Michi- 
gan, jadging from the remark he has made, that a 
possessory title is an available title, and cannot be 
disturbed. I donot know whether this is gener- 
ally understood in the Western country, but I 
suppose the people understand their rights there as 
well as the people elsewhere. But the argument 
is founded upon thia fact, that heretofore persons 
who have settled upon the public lands, have been 
anxious to perfect their titles by the obtaining of 
patents. No doubt persons who go upon the pub- 
lic lands, exercising the rights given them by the 
preéifiption law, would be anxious to perfect their 
titles, because they have paid their money for the 
lands. It is a privilege of purchase which is given 
to the preémptioner. But the proposition em- 
braced in this bill is a mere privilege of accepting 
bounty, and by it men will save their money. | If 
they had paid their money for the land, that would 
be an evidence of their intention to carry out their 
declaration. If a man comes and takes land and 

ays for it under requirements of the preémption 
aw, that is an evidence of his intention; but if 
you allow a man to go upon the soil and have a 
good title without paying anything for it, you 
leave him without any Yimite as to time when that 
declaration shall be perfected. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. MASON. lIask for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment. ; 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I shall. vote against this 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia, as. | 
am sure every Senator would who might have 
taken the trouble to go into the. Western States 
and see how they are colonized. I shall.refer to 
Wisconsin for illustration. I think it is now four- 
teen years since the State of Wisconsin, or what 
is.now the State of Wisconsin, contained a pop- 
ulation of only about five thousand souls, then 
organized as a Territory, together with lowa, under 
the care of the honorable Senator [Mr. Done] 
as its Governor. In the space of fifteen years 
Wisconsin has grown to be a State, numbering 
four hundred thousand people, which is a popula- 
tion nearly equal to one seventh part of the popu- 
lation of the greatest State in the Union. Any 
person who has visited that region cannot have 
failed to see that, in all which goes to constitute 
the elements of political strength and wealth, of 
moral and political power, it is worthy of being 
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ranked a the most oe 
pom a the eo and happy 
i Now, sir, — if acensus were 
iscriminate between those of fore 
those who are natives of the United Sianc ~ 
would be found among the whole popu » there 
Wisconsin one half who by birth are 
And yet I think no community on earth sh 
more of industry and thrift, and gives hieher .. 
dence of social improvement and of republie - 
loyalty and patriotism. [tis upon such a 
tions as these that | have adopted the conelusion, 
that the welfare of this country required that th. 
invitation, if } may call it so, should be freely ¢ : 
tended to foreigners, and that the Privilege sho r 
be allowed to them as well as to our own Citizen 
to fill up the lands of the West, and that the hon 
speedily they shall be se filled up the better, 
Mr. BADGER, It is not the purpose of ih) 
amendment to make any discrimination between 
the inhabitants of this country on account of the, 
birthplace. That is not the object. It looks tp 
no such thing. It cannot be interpreted to mea, 
any such thing. The only purpose of the amenj. 
ment is to confine the bounty which is intended \ 
be given to the citizens of the United States. Wj) 
reference to their birthplace, they are all upon ,) 
equal footing the moment they consummate their 
ainaieuns to this Government. That is the Object 
of the amendment, and not to make any invidious 
discrimination between persons born on the oii 
and persons born elsewhere, and becoming com. 
mon fellow-citizens with those born on the soil, 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. There are two sections 
in this bill which ought to be noticed. The fourth 
section gives to foreigners who are now located jn 
the Territory of Oregon the land which it provides 
for actual settlers. They are entitled to all the 
benefit which any other person derives who has 
been subjected to all the disadvantage of commen. 
cing an early settlement in that Territory. Now, 
the amendment of the Senator from Virginia does 
not propose to interfere with that section. It leaves 
the foreigners now ir the Territory to enjoy the 
benefit of the fourth section of the bill. It is the 
fifth section to which the amendment of the Sena- 
tor applies; and that is, to authorize all those who 
may hereafter become quasi citizens, who may 
emigrate from the Old World and settle in this, and 
make their declaration to become citizens—it is to 
authorize them to receive a tract of land, provided 
they will go hereafter and locate themselves there. 
Now, | am not willing to give that bounty to 
those who hereafter may come to the country and 
immigrate there. I am willing to let those who 
are now in the country have the benefit of the 
fourth section, because of the difficulties they have 
had in getting there and in setthing themselves in 
a wild country; but to hold out a bounty in behalf 
of those who may come to the country from Ev- 
rope in preference to our own citizens, giving them 
equal advantages, and thus opening the doors of 
the poor-houses of al} Europe to flood us with their 
aupers, is a proposition that | cannot agree to. 
t offers too strong an inducement for foreign cor- 
porations to provide the means of emigration for 
these people who are to receive a bounty when 
they come here. d. 1 wish 


foreigners 


uld 


To this | am oppose 
a distinction to be drawn between the fourth sec- 
tion, which gives to those people who went there 
early, and before the country was settled, the ad- 
vantages which this bill provides, and the fifth 
section, which opens so wide a door for the ad- 
mission of pau from Eu hereafter. We 
ought to close that door; and | think we may as 
weil close it now as at any other time. 
The stion was then taken on the amend- 
mathe _ the following result: se 
f e@Ss| win ] 
Bette Oug ter commen 
wson v ay in 9 Fs 
gum, Masoi, Moruoe, ratt, Sebastian, Spruauce, Turney, 
Bris Cass, Cl Dickinson, 
Dadee ot Wiscouin, Deige eee Dougine Feleb, Foote, 
Frémont, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Norris, Rusk, Seward, 
Shields, Smith, Sturgeon, Walker, Whitcomb, Win- 
throp, and Yulee—25, 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. YULEE. 1 will now offer an amendment, 
to which 1 me there will be no objection. 


The gold region extends into and | pre- 
sume it is not the of the to grant 
the mineral lands in ed bounties. | 
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« Provided, ‘That no mineral lands shall 
ganted under the provisions of this act.” , 
me it was intended to grant agricultural 
nd not mineral lands. 1 propose to have it come 
in ot the end of the section. g 
Mr. FELCH. The last section of the bill is 
isely like that amendment, except that itis a 
Pie broader. It is— 

«That no mineral lands, nor lands reserved for salines, 
«pail be liable to any claim under and by virtue of the pro- 
visions of this act.”? 

Mr. YULEE. Ido not understand that to be 
a provision covering the same class of cases as my 
amendment relates to. If the Senator will look 
si the provision of the law, he will find it makes 
provision fora class of claims which have been 
retained under the name of grants in this act. The 

rovision of the committee in the bill has reference 
io these claims. Now, the amendment which I 

ropose has reference to grants which we now 
make, and not to existing claims. At all events, 
if the proposition of the committee is the same, 
they can have no objection to this amendment, 
because it will cover the whole case. 

Mr. BRIGHT. To save time, 1 hope the 
amendment may be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON, I desire to offer two amend- 
ments to this bill. I move to strike out, in the 
fourth section and fourteenth line, the words “‘ three 
hundred and twenty,’ and insert in lieu thereof 
the words ** one hundred and sixty.’’ And also 
in the same section, to strike out in the eighteenth 
line the words ‘* six hundred and forty,” and in- 
sert in lieu thereof the words ‘ eight hundred.”’ 

My object, Mr. President, is to give to those 
settlers who were in Oregon prior to the passage of 
this act eight hundred acres of land, and to the 
settlers hereafter, and prior to the year 1853, as I 
think the bill is now amended, one hundred and 
sixty acres of land. The reason is obvious. If 
there be any just claim to this grant on the part of 
any settlers, itis on the part of those who first settled 
the Oregon Territory. I think the giving of dona- 
tions of land now, for the purpose of inducing fur- 
ther settlements in that Territory, will fail to secure 
the object. It is a well-known fact thata common 
laborer in the Territory of Oregon gets at this time 
higher wages than anywhere else, except it be in 
California. A field hand gets four dollars a day, 
and the commonest mechanic gets eight dollars a 
day, and everything in that Territory bears a pro- 
portion to that. Then there is no necessity to hold 
out any inducement to new settlers, in the shape of 
land, in order to lead them to go to Oregon. The 
time was when this necessity did exist, and when 
this Government failed to hold out that induce- 
ment, If there ever was a time when it was the 
duty of the Government to hold out an inducement 
to settle there, it was when our title to the Territory 
was in dispute with the British Government. But 
that time has passed. The early settlers of Ore- 

gon from 1842 up to the date of the treaty of 

ashington, are those who deserve the favor and 
bounty of this Government. ‘l'here was a reason 
and there is a reason why they should receive 
eight hundred acres of land. 1 would be willing 
myself to double it; and then they would not be 
compensated for the trials that they underwent and 
the privations they endured. But now, when the 
Territory of Oregon is settled’ in part, when all 
these dangers have been surmounted, when, as I 
observed before, inducements to go there are greater 
than they are to go to any other place on earth, 
except perhaps California, where is the necessity 
or reason for holding out this inducement of three 
hundred and twenty acres of land? The induce- 
ments aside from hen are ample. But, in defer- 
ence to the views of my friends, I am willing to 
grant them one hundred and sixty acres,as my 
amendment proposes, and that there may be no 
less land ee away, | propose to add what is 
deducted from this amount to the quantity to be 
given to the old settlers in the Territory of n, 
who deserve it. i 

The question was then taken on the first amend- 
ment, to strike out ‘three hundred and twenty” 
and insert “one hundred and sixty,’ and a divis- 
lon being had, there were—ayes 17, noes 25. 

So the amendment was ae 

_ Mr. ATCHISON. | still insist that the ques- 
tion be taken on my motion to add one hundred 
and sae eaneee the six hundred and ceo ded 
deed the grant to the old settlers eight 
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The question was then taken upon the second | to these grants. Some gentlemen objected cnying 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. | that it was not the right time, and that they were 
The bill was then reported to the Senate as || ready to grant lands to the settlers of the country 


amended. f | under proper restrictions, and when the subject 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I would inquire whether the 


é ' could be brought "before the Senate at a proper 
a may not be taken on the adoption of all 


) time. That bill has been published and repub- 
the amendments proposed in committee at one || lishe:! many thousand times. It has been can- 


time. vassed both by the press and the people; and I 
The PRESIDENT. If there be no desire to || have not in any newspaper seen a single objection 
have them separated, the vote can be taken on all || urged against it, while | have seen many papers 


the amendments at once. } which accord it a large amount of approbation, | 
There being no objection, the question-was ta- || hope, now that this bill is before the Senate in re- 


ken, and the amendments were concurred in. | lation to Oregon, that this will not be deemed an 
Mr. WALKER. I offer an amendment to the || improper time to make these limitations and re- 
bill, which is to add to the end of it several addi- | strictions. Jt is true that | have an independent 
tional sections. I desire it may be read. | bill of this kind before the Senate, and | had hoped 
Mr. BADGER. I hope there is no necessity || to have a vote upon it this session, but I despair 
for reading that amendment. It has been long || of getting that vote now. I therefore offer this 
before the Senate in a printed form, and I believe || amendment to the bill, not with a view to strike at 
Senators are all well acquainted with its provis- || the objects of the bill so far as it relates to Oregon, 
ions. || but to be added to it. I offer it to add to it the 
Mr. FOOTE. I rise to a point of order, and || provisions of the bill which | offered in relation to 
that ia, that I think the amendment is not germane || other States, Gentlemen will now, therefore, have 
to the bill under consideration. || an opportunity of giving to the country their opin- 
The PRESIDENT. The amendment is ger- || ion in regard to this matter. 
mane to the bill. It is in relation to the disposi- Mr. BUTLER. I move to postpone the further 
tion of the public lands in Oregon. | consideration of this bill until to-morrow, in order 
The amendment is as follows: | that the Senate may proceed to the consideration 
Skc. —. Beit enacted, §c., That the public lands of the || Of Executive business. 


United States, not reserved for forts, arsenals, dock-yards, Several Senators. ‘ No, no, no; take a vote 
navy-yards, or other needful buildings, or special purposes, || on the bill.’’ 


or appropriated for other special uses, except such as are || Mr, WALKER, I hope the Senator will not 
known to contain mines of the precious or gross metals, or || 


; || persist in that motion. 
precious stones, be, and the same are hereby, ceded and P > 
granted to the several and respective States in which the || Mr. BUTLER. Yes [ shall; for I am not will- 


same do lie: Provided, however, That none of the said lands || ing to sit here and see this bill made an omnibus 
shall vest in either of the said States until the Legislature | to carry every kind of bill. 


thereof shall provide hy law and enact the following provis- || : : : 
ions and stipulations, to operate, and be deemed and taken | The question being taken on the motion to post- 


as a solemn and inviolable compact between such State and || pone, it was not agreed to. 
| 


the Government of the United States, to wit : || Mr. WALKER. I do not propose to inter- 


First. That such State will grant and convey the land, so | : ; : Ea 
ceded to it, to actual occupants only, of the land to he con- fere any further with this. bill. M ouly Shyect 


| 

i} 
veyed, in a quantity, to each occupant, not exceeding one } was to get a vote on the amendment have offered, 
hundred and sixty acres, or a quarter section, as near as may || and I ask the Senate to give me the yeas and nays. 
be, eg of saRvONe wanes, and precuring muni- i| Mr. FOOTE. Let me appeal to the Senator 
ments of title merely, not exceeding, in each case, the || : . te 
sum of five dollars: Such occupant in every case to be a || from Wisconsin to withdraw that call. Phere 
citizen of the United States, or a person who has declared || are many gentlemen who favor the policy of that 
his or her intention to become such, according to the laws || amendment, who will be compelled to vote against 
e the i Grete the head eer: os having reached || jt as offered to this bill. They will undoubtedly 

ne age of twenty-one years; and in each case a person : 

who rgctoe the wae of other land in the United Sontes, the || regard it as unreasonable. If, therefore, my 
quantity of which, together with that to be granted, would | friend from Wisconsin cherishes a proper regard 
exceed one hundred and sixty acrss or less, as the quantity \) for his own legislative offspring, he will not en- 


may be limited by such State. | : : ‘ of : . 
Second. ‘That the land so to be granted to any such occu- danger its ens a 4 eaprats me 


pant shall be and rémain forever exempt from forced sale, || ones and nays. 
extent, or levy, on execution or decree, from or by any court |) his amendment, and offer it at some more appro- 


of law or equity. j priate time, when it may be more matured, and 
Third. That any such grantee, his heirs, devisees, or gran- more deliberately acted upon. 


tees, shall be forever prohibited froin alienating or convey- || ; é 
ing the land, or any part thereof, so to him granted, to any || Mr. WALK R. | preter to take the question 
person or corporation which owns or would thereby be- || now. If it should be rejected as an amendment, 
og ie omnen ee nae “— pal ve yon Sagas. by it will not destroy the measure. It is pending as 
c , : ; . t man, withou . ; 
the voluntary consent of the wife given in the deed of con- || &” independent bill. I hope the Senate will Srant 
| the yeas and nays. 


veyanee. ; ; ‘ “ 
Fourth. That such State will require the occupancy afore- Mr. FOOTE. It is quite possible that the voting 
said to he wepalinensd 0708 are soomenee gene and eul- || on this question may be misconstrued, and that a 
tivation of, a partof the land to be conveyed, for at least one || : 7 y 
year previous to any conveyance to such oecupant, which || Gestion to which many’ gentlemen attach much 
importance has been deliberately voted down by 
| the American Senate. 1 hope, therefore, that my 








residence and cultivation, with the other requisites of a 
grantee as aforesaid, shall be proved, by the oath or affirma- 
friend will yet withdraw his amendment. _ 
Mr. WALKER. I cannot withdraw it. I 


tion of two credible witnesses, before conveyance 
am opposed to this partial legislation. If the 


Fifth. That suc State will reserve one section for school 
and one section for village purposes, as near as may be to 

land is to go to the settlers of the country, let it go 
to the whole of them. That is my doctrine, and 


the centre of each township. The section so reserved for 
village purposes to be laid out into bailding lots, parks, and 
| intend to stand by it, ‘ ' 
Mr. MANGUM. I consider this a very im- 


public grounds, the building lots to be granted to actual oe- 
cupants only, not exceeding one lot to each, in the same 
manner and on the same conditions as the agricultural lands 
are to be granted: That the same individual shall 
portant question, applying to the whole domain of 
the United States, although, iu the growing state of 
| the country, I do not consider it worth the flip of 
| a finger in regard tothe Treasury. ! hope the 
| yeas and nays will be accorded to the Senator, so 
| that we may see whether gentlemen will vote to 
give away without consideration, without argu- 
ment, the entire public lands of the United States. 
I am no candidate for the Presidency, and I shall 





in no case receive agrant of both a village lot and agricul- 
tural land: .And provided, also, Thatif there shall be impor- 
tant water-power in any township, the reservation of one sec- 
tion for village purposes may be so made as to embrace such 
water-power, and which water-power may be so improved 
for the use of the village and neighborhood, as the State may 
provide or direct. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That as soon as practi- 
; cable after the President shall have been officially notified 
that any or eitherof the said States has made the provisions 
| and stipulations ernest ig bene uy to cause to be 
made o :t, and properly ce . ew of all treaties, maps, : : 
ts, records, surveys, field notes, or other muniments or || therefore vote against it. : 
paw iowener title to the land in ‘such States, and to forward || Mr. BUTLER. As to the public lands, we all 
os ee one nar of = eromee State, wane oe it || -know that there is a certain portion of the Stases 
to deliver the same e Governor of such State, : : : 
upon receiving, for the use of the United States, the cost of | oo ——— ae eos 


nd making d th issi 
Saveat exsteeatid. ay knoe pete them. Now, as this is to be a trial of the speed 
Sac. 3. Andie RAotn That from and after the || of the gentleman’s horse, | think we may as well 


ee 2 fe ny eres a ak Ge ne test the matter now as at any other time. 


repealed; and all right, title, and interest of the United The yeas and nays being ordered, the queetion 
Statesto and in thesaid lands shall cease, and the same shall || was ‘aki on the amendment, with the following 
vestin such State. ssamits 


Mr. WALKER. I simply wish to swy that | YEAS—Messrs. Oodge of Wisconsin, Seward, and 
|| offered to the bill certain restrictions with regurd |) Walker—3. 


| 
| 
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eee 
NAY*—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Barnwell, | ee 


Bett, Berrien, Bri Bauer, Case, Cooper, Davia of Masea- 
chasetts, Davis wf Blesionk ‘ 


, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dadge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Feich, Poote, Pré- 
mont, Haile, Hamlin, Houston, 
gum, Mason, Norris, Prau, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Phields. Smith, Soulé, Spraance, Sturgeon, Turney, Under- 
wood, Waies, Whiteomb, Winthrop, and Yulve—45. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MASON. I now renew the amendment 
which I offered when the bill was under consider- 
ation by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
which is to strike out from the 5th section the 


words, ** or persons who shall have made a decla- || 


ration of intention to become euch.”’ | 
The yeas and nays being demanded and ordered, 
they were taken with the following result: 
YEAS—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Barnweli, 


Bell, Berrien, Butler, Clarke, Davisof Massachiusetis, Davis 
of Miseissippl, Dawson, Ewing, Green, Hunter, King, Man- 


| 


have we to determine what are swamp lands? 
|| How shall that be known? Let us take a little 
| time to consider these amendments. 


Hunter, Jones, King, Man- | 


\} 
| inelude those lands in the valley of the Mississippi 


Mr. MANGUM. I understand, Mr. President, 
and | derive my information from a member of 
the other House, whe voted for the amendments 


| through’a mistake—that the practical effect of the 
| amendments will be, that instead of having an un- 


erring criterion at the Land Office by which we may 


|| designate one quality of land from another, there 
| will be incloded in the lands to which the amend- 


ments may apply all that may be overflowed once 

in ten years. 
Mr. FOOTE. 

tivation. 


Mr. MANGUM. 


It says lands not subject to cul- 
If that be the case it will 


which are overflowed in the highest freshets. I 


um, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Sebastian, Spruance, ‘Turney, || hope the bill will lie over for the present. 


JInderwood, and Wales—24. , 
NAYS—Meesrs. Benton, Bright, Cass, Chase, Cooper, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, 


i} 
|| which has been passed through the Senate. If 


re DAVIS, of Mississippi. This is a bill 


taverha, Felch, Foote, Frémont, Hanlin, Houston, Jones, | Senators do not understand it now, they should 
Norris, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Sturgeon, | have understood it before the bill passed. The 


Watker, Whitcomb, and Yulee—26. 


So the amendment was rejected. i 
The question was then taken on ordering the 


|, amendments which have been made by the House 
|, restrict rather than enlarge the provisions of the 


bill as it was passed by the Senate. This term, 


amendments to be engrossed, and the bill to be || ‘‘ overflowed land,” is a technical expression in 


read a third time, and it was decided in the affirm- || the Land Office. 


ative, 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 
The House of Representatives returned to the | 
Senate the bill to supply a deficiency in the appro- 


it means those lands which the 


| surveyor cannot survey on account of its being 


|| low and marshy, and it*is therefore returned by 
i} 


the surveyors as ‘‘overflowed.’’ That is the 
character of the land which bas heretofore been 


priation for pay and mileage of members of Con- || granted to the State of Louisiana. , In regard to 
gress for the present seesion, with a communica- || that part of Mississippi to which the Senator from 
’ 


tion that the House insists on its third amendment 
in relation to the mileage of Senators and members 
from California, which had been disagreed to b 
the Senate, and asks for a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses, ef which man- 
agers had been appointed on its on 
Oa motion by Mr, DICKINS 

concurred in the appointment of a committee of | 
conference, and Messrs. Dickinson, Benton, and | 
Bapoer, were appointed managers on its part. 


SLAVE TRADE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


| 
| 


1 
i 
| 


North Carolina refers, his argument utterly fails 
to apply’ because there Is no vacant land there. 
We have land there which overflows in time of 


| extreme freshets; but if the Senator should go 


| 


| 
| 
} 


| 
| 


there, and undertake to buy it, he would find that | 


he would have to pay fifty or a hundred dollars 


ON, the Senate || per acre for it. It is all occupied as private prop- 


erty, and [ think he must pass the mouth of the 

rkansas river before he will find one acre of the 
public lands, That is not the character of the land 
to be affected by this bill. It is the low swamp 
land, remote from the river; that which is not sold 


The bill to suppress the slave trade in the Dis- || and probably will not be sold. It is upon the 


trict of Columbia was returned from the House of 


smaller streams in the interior. I think it mer be 
by 


Representatives with an announcement that the | that a better class of lands would be include 


House had passed it without an amendment. 
SWAMP LANDS IN AKANSAS. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- 


|| the phrase ‘*swamp lands,’’ which was adopted 
|, by the Senate; as it is a phrase of much larger 


construction than the phrase ** overflowed lands.” 


resentatives informing the Senate that the House These are lands which have never been surveyed, 
had passed the bill to enable the State of Arkansas || and which the Government never attempts to sur- 


and other States to reclaim the swamp and over- 
flowed lands within their limits, with several amend- 
ments. 
On the motion of Mr. FOOTE, the Senate pro- 
ceoded to the consideration of the amendments, — 
The first amendment was to strike out the fol- | 
lowing words in the first section: ** known and 


| vey. 


l see no good reason why, if the Senate 
were well advised when the bill was passed before, 


| we should hesitate about concurring in the amend- 
| ments which have been made by the House, as 


| 
| 


they rather restrict the bill which we passed. 
Mr. MANGUM. Itis precisely for the reason 
intimated by the Senator from Mississippi that | 


desigiiated on thé plats of the Geaeral Land Office | desire further consideration of this matter; because 


as swamp lands,’’ and to insert in lieu thereof the 
words “* made unfit thereby for cultivation.”’ 


the fourth section, after the word ** swamp,” to in- | 
sert the words “and overflowed.” 


and { trust they will be concurred in by the Senate. | 
Mr, DAWSON, 1 hope this matter will be 


[do not understand these technicalities, and the 


|| localities, quite so well as those who live on the 
The second amendment was in the fifth line of | banks of the Mississippi. 


i will, therefore, if the 
motion be in order, move that the bill be referred 


| to the Committee on Public Lands, inasmuch as 
Mr. FOOTE, These amendments are excellent, | there is a difference of opinion amon 


gentlemen 
with regard to the effect of the amendments. 
Mr. HALE. When this bill was before the 


permitted to lie over. 1 wish to look into the sub- | Senate I made some opposition to it; and the Sen- 


ject. I move to postpone it till to-morrow. 


Mr. FOOTE. Lhope not. There is really no 
necessity for it. If the bill is laid over, | know it 


ator from Arkansas, not now present, referred to 
the very words which the House of Representa- 
tives have stricken out as the thing which made 


will cowt vs a week’s discussion; for | believe this || the bill definite, and enabled the Senate to see 


is one of the favorite subjects of the Senator from || what they were voting away. 


The objection 


Georgia. The amendments are not very material, | which I made was, that the provision of the bill 


and only go to attain the ohject of the bill as it | 
was originally explained by those who advocated 


was so indefinite that we did not know what we 
were giving away—whether one, two, or ten mil- 


it, and as opposed by those who were hostile to it | lions of acres. - 


when it was before under consideration by this | 
bedy. [hope the Senate will agree to the amend- | 
ments proposed , atives, | 
and that the bill may be finally disposed of in this 

way 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. [ hope that a little time 


| 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Will the Senator 
from New Hampshire read the words which the 


by the House of Representatives, '| House of Representatives have stricken out? 


Mr. HALE. They propose to strike out of the 


» || fivgt section the words “ known and designated in 
| the plats of the General Land Office as swamp 


will be given to afford an opportunity to look at | lands;"’ and the Senator from Arkansas said that 


these am ts. When the bill passed the 
ence to the description of whatare called swamp 
lends, as they are koown in the General Land 
Once, t would be easy to determine what 1s the 
character of those lands; but if you strike out that 


these lands were designated on the plats in the 


Senate before, it was anderstood that by a refer- Land Office. We know now that the House of 


Representatives have stricken out every clue which 
we had, whereby we might know what we were 
voting away. ‘There is nothing to ascertain what 
these lands are. There is no criterion given; the 


which the Kiouse have struck out, what criterion | whole is loose and indefinite, and uncertain; and 





} 


the subsequent section applies to all States 
the first one applies to the Sune eerie E 
The PRESIDENT. The question is to 
pone the consideration of this matter until to.) 
row. =] 
Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw that mor; 
The PRESIDENT. .Then the queane”, 
om oo of a Senator from North Caroling 
Mr. Manevm,}) to refer the bill to “omg 
on Public Landa, me Commis 
r. BEN - beg to sa : 
swer to the Senator from New Hemumuae’ iw 
what has been the practice with regard to ten 
lands. 1 know that the surveyors are required 1, 
note everything im their field notes relating to the 


|| character of the lands they survey, and they » 


| 


| cify what lands are swamp lands, There is mag 
to every land office a return by the public officers, 
| upon oath, of «he lands that are overflowed. 
Upon these returns therefore, the grants are: mad, 
certain. | know, living as I did at St. Louis at the 
time there was an office of the Surveyor General 
there, to whom the returns were made by his dep. 
uties, that it was a common thing for them to ma 
vey down in Arkansas, and in be southern part 
_of Missouri, and when making their returns With 
respect to the lands in Missouri, to make a return 
that they could not survey such and such lands 
because they were overflowed. There is evidence 
in every land office from which it can be precise. 
ly ascertained what land is overflowed. [t is ay 
old subject with me. For more than twenty years 
I have known lands surveyed in the State of Mis. 
souri to be returned as swamp lands. But, sir, | 
believe it to be both just and good policy that the 
United States. should part with these lands for the 
benefit of the States in which they are located. |p 
their present condition they are the fruitful gene. 
| rators of disease, and they afford protection to the 
wild animals which resortto them. 1 think it jis 
highly important that these lands should pass ou: 
of the hands of the United States. | argued all this 
more than twenty years ago; and now it will be 
seen that Senators have brought it up again, in the 
first instance applying it to their own States; but 
| we have made it general, applying it to all the 
States. 

Mr. FELCH. I was not present when this bill 
passed the Senate, but | was present on the Com- 
mittee of Public Lands at the time it underwent 
the consideration of that committee, and | wish to 
state one word in reference to this amendment as it 
now comes from the House of Representatives, 
After the bill had passed the Senate, my attention 
was called by a member of the Land Office to the 
fact that this bill would not correspond entirely 
with the evidence in the Land Office of the charac- 
| ter of the lands. Some time ago an inquiry was 
| made through one of the branches of Congress— 
| | do not now remember which—directing the ai- 
tention of the office to the entries of the swamp and 
overflowed lands. It seemed that although the 
field notes of the surveyors always exhibited the 
character of the land, as to what was covered 
with timber, what with water, and so on, yet 
these notes were not always entered upon the plats. 
The plats, therefore, were not perfected, and it 
was necessary to make them correspond with 
those in the local land offices, so that inquiries in 
regard to them might be answered. They, there- 
fore, transferred these notes to the plats in the Gen- 
eral Land Office, and they have now obtained all 
the information which is necessary to enable them 
to determine the precise character of these lands, 
and the extent-of the application of this bill. One 
of the officers in the department having charge of 
the public lands called upon me, and informed me 
that the words inthe bill as it passed the Senate 
did not in a sufficiently accurate manner refer to 
the evidence on file in the office, aud he at the 
same time suggested that the department would 
communicate with the committee in the House 
of Representatives having charge of the bill, and 
see that the nthe pa should correspond with 





the evidence on the plats. ‘This is, 1 suppose, the 
reason of the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives. 

r. DAVIS. I find, in the amendment made 
by the House of tatives, that the words 
referred to exclude character of lands called 
“swamp lands’? which are not overflowed, and 
restrict those lands to such asare both swampand 
overflowed lands: That is the restriction to which 
l referred a few moments ago. It is those lands 
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a 
aad are swamp lands and are also overflowed, 
which are thereby made unfit for cultivation. 
me that whoever inserted this amendment || 
ead been familiar with the subject. It is 
» that lands which are sometimes overflowed | 
frequently of great value, and are often made || 
ilable for cultivation, and become plantations. 
si may be that some one advised of this state of 
8 
- 7 any place to which this term “ over- || 
- od,” a8 an erstood by the Senator from Geor- || 
could apply, except to the lower Mississippi, 
oni Uknow that the lands there are all taken up. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. ; 
gubject ties within a very small compass. ‘The | 
pit asamended by the House is intended to ac- | 


! 


womplish precisely what was desired by some Sen- || gentleman values my opinion, | have no difficulty |, ' 
| in answering that I believe it would raise the wa: || the levee system, but that we may provide the 


jors when the bill was before the Senate. The 
only change is the employment of a different de-' 
eriptive term as applied toa certain class of lands. 
There are two Classes of lands. The term “swamp 
ands”? was used in the bill as it passed this body. 
The House substituted another term, which em- 
paced all the land unfit for cultivation and over- 
jowed; all of which was before embraced in the 
pill under other descriptive terms. When the bill 
went to the House, their attention was called to 
the fact, by some of the officers in the Land Office, 
that the term was not sufficiently definite, and the 
consequence was that a new descriptive term was | 
substituted. “The first amendment will embrace 
ai swamp lands, and the second those lands which, 
though not swamp lands, are yet overflowed so as 
to be unfit for cultivation. All lands habitually 
wet are termed swamp lands, and are so filed in 
the notes of the surveyor at the time he takes his 
notes. By these field notes they are clearly desig- 
nated, by descriptive marks, as overflowed lands. 
{| hope the Senate will agree to concar in the 
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uggested this amendment. I do not || 


| tected ? 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I would say that 
I think the whole of this || the question involves a very wide topic, and one | have already reached. 








say what will be the effect iting to a section of || waters could be kept from deluging them in the 
country on the Mississippi. if what is called || freshets of Spring and Winter, [am willing that 
the American Bottom is leveed, and the opposite || this work should be carried on up to the borders 
bank, on the Missouri side, and then the Arkansas || of the State of Tennessee, should an appropriation 
Bottom, between the St. Francis and the Missis- || be made. But I objected two years ago to making 
sippi, shall be left unprotected, in pursuance of the || any appropriation until we could know the mode 
grant made to the State of Arkansas? No matter of improvement which was intended, and until an 
whether the Mississippi be leveed or not, what || inquiry could be made whieh would settle the 
will be the effect on the intermediate country of | question whether the country on the opposite bank 
about one hundred miles in extent, where one || would be injured. 
bank shall be leveed and the other left unpro- || Mr. DAVES, of Mississippi. I agree entirely 
| with the Senator from Tennessee that it is unwise 
| to press this system of leveeing beyond what we 
I have this year endeav- 
about which men differ perhaps as much as almost || ored to obtain an appropriation for a minute sur- 
any other subject that could be proposed. If the | vey of the delta of the Mississippi. When 1 
| say we seek for this, it is not that we may increase 





ters and tend to overflow the unprotected lands. || means by which the waters of the river may be 
Mr. BELL. I think it becomes my colleague || drawn off to the Gulf, so as to reduce the level of 
and myself to look to the condition of that country || the river, and not to increase it. The extension 
which will be thus exposed for nearly a hundred |, of the levees everywhere, confining all the waters 
| miles—the whole of it from a little place called || of the stream, would, | have no doubt, raise the 
| Randolph to the Chickasaw flats. An immense || level of the river. But it does not follow that land 
country will be thus overflowed, in consequence of || granted, as is proposed in this bill, will be applied 
| the diligence and better fortune of our neighbors || for any such purpose. By no means, I believe 
of Arkansas, who have these public lands. | that now the people of Louisiane are pretty gen- 
] am aware that unless the waters are fenced || erally convinced that they require some mode of 
out, the lands proposed to be granted to the States || letting the water out of the channel of the river. 
of Arkansas and Mississippi will be of no value, || The State engineer has so reported. The resolu- 
| either to those States or to the country, and they || tions of the last Legislature, that have been re- 
| can car be fenced out by the mode proposed; and |, ferred to, address themselves to that end, which 
it would be very unwise policy in the Government || they expected would accomplish the result. 
to hold on to these lands, unless they contemplate || It does not follow, then, at all, as the Senator 
some future improvement by which they may be || from Tennessee seems to argue, that this land is 
made productive. But we should consider that || to be applied to leveeing the Mississippi. it may 
| along the lines of Arkansas, Missouri, Mississip- || be applied to cutting out new channels on the 
| pi, and Louisiana, there is an immense quantity of || right and. on the left, to carry water out of the 
| land that may be redeemed by the skillful applica- || main channel of the river, to act as waste-weirs 


| 








amendments, as they accomplish just what some 
Senators destred to have done when the bill was 
passed by the Senate. ‘ 

Mr. BADGER. [I think the Senator from Ar- 
kansas is mistaken in supposing that objection is 
taken to the phraseology substituted by the House. 
The objection is not whether that is more or less 
correct as a term to describe the land. The diffi- 
culty is this: This bill is a present grant of certain 
lands to the States. Now, does tht bill ascertain 
what lands are granted? The gentleman says that 
they are swamp or overflowed lands. Who is to 


say what are swamp or overflowed lands? This || 


is not for the purpose of making an arrangement 
inorder to provide for making grants of land here- 
afer, but it is a present grant af lands. Now, as 
the bill passed the Senate, that grant was accom- 
panied by certain specifications in one of the pub- 


lic offices of the country, by which it 2 be | 
8 


ascertained what were the lands granted. the 
bill comes from the House, all this is left entirely 


indefinite and uncertain, and there is no rule given | 


in the bill by which we can ascertain what is 
granted to the States. Suppose the States make a 
grant of some of these lands which pass to them 
by this act of Congress. How is it to be ascer- 
‘tained whether the land is of a character which 
will authorize the State to make the grant? This 
isa matter which will have to be determined by 
testimony, and it will depend on the opinion of 
witnesses whether the land belongs to the class 
deseribed by the bill. As we passed the bill, it 
was only necessary to refer to the offices to find 
out what was swamp land. 

Mr. BELL. If I were to oppose this amend- 
ment, it might be supposed that | did so on grounds 
that were of & local and selfish character. I want 
‘0 appeal to my friend from Mississippi, (Mr. 
Davis,] as he is a scientific man, to know what 
will be the effect on some of the interests that I 


represent on this floor if these amendments be con- | 


curred in. ‘Il ask his serious attention to it. Sir, 
either this grant of land will be of no benefit to the 
public or to the navigation of the Mississippi, or 
else it will be of great benefit both to the public, so 
far as the interests of the navigation of the Missis- 
Sippt are concerned, and the productiveness of the 
land on the borders of that river. But that benefit 
can only be secured in one way, and that is b 

building levees upon the banks of the Mississippt, 
80 as to make these lands valuable; and if the 
lands granted to the States will not pay for build- 
— levees, they will be werth nothing to the 

es, 


Now, I want the Senator from Mississippi to 





will have no protection afforded to it by the wis- || extent of their river. 
| 


| tion of these public lands, and made available for || whenever the river reaches height above the 
| the purposes of culture. We should consider, || level of the land. In Arkansas, I take it for 
also, that here is another part of the country that || granted, they will levee the water out to the whole 
The honorable Senator from 
dom and liberality of the Government. Here is a |) Tennessee knows that is not very great. They 
| strip of country of about a hundred miles in ex- || will have no opportunity to levee much. It would 
tent, left entirely unprotected, and from which you || be only that which passes across the Arkansas 
can only at an immense cost fence out the water || river which would pass down the bayous into the 
Ido not think, therefore, 


which will thus be thrown upon it. That, itis || Gulf without returning. 


|| true, is a local interest; and it is also true that it || that the leveeing which might be done in Arkan- 
| 
| 


| would be almost impossible to concentrate public || sas would be very material, unless it should be ex- 
sentiment to such an extent as to protectit. 1 || tended to the Missouri. 
want my friend from Kentucky to remember that ] Mr. BELL. That is what I was afraid of. 
he is not altogether uninterested in this question. || Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. But that would 
The point to which | wish to bring the attention || be more than counteracted if a general system were 
| of the Senate is, whether this is a case in which | adopted by which water was to be taken off the 
| the benefit of these appropriations should be con- | river whenever it reached a certain height. That 
|| fined to the States in which the lands lie, or wheth- || plan might be applied in Mississippi and Upper 
| er they should not be extended to the unprotected ||. Louisiana, and particularly in Lower Louisiana, 
lands on the Missiasippi river, without adhering | If extensively applied in Lower Louisiena, the 
|| too closely to the policy of only appropriating these || danger of an overflow would probably be removed, 
lands to certain States? Is not thisacase in which || or at least greatly reduced. 
| the jiberality and justice of Senators from other || Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, ! will read the 
States might well be appealed to? In the State of || resolution which | submitted on the Qist day of 
‘Tennessee, the lands on the borders of the Mis- } March, 1826. It contains a description of the 
8 ssippi river were located when it was not known || kind of ground which ought to be covered by the 
whether the waters of the Mississippi overflowed || terms of this bill. It is more accurate than any 
them, and rendered them unfit for cultivation or } bill details. I will read the resolution: 
not. Although in many places these lands are over- || ee: ey nn ee tenia ae = ee 
; . a Put ‘ 
flowed sometimes to the depth of we ot fifteen || Senne es the ehenmdnenesnin of the next stated otatan of 
feet, yet they have been all appropriated. It was Congress, showing, as nearly as can be ascertained, from se - 
supposed that every foot of land on the bank of the || veys heretofore made, and from other information, vie quan- 
Mississippi was so fertile, that in the State of Ten- | tities and locations of so much of the pultic lands of the 
| 











|| nessee, it was all located, and much of it without | 
|| any actual examination by the purchasers. [ think 
that we have a right to appeal to the Senate and 
to Congress to extend a portion of the proceeds of || That resolution was adopted by the Senate and 
these lands to those unprotected sections of Ken- || was answered by the Surveyor General for Mis- 

||} tucky and Tennessee, which include about one souri and Illinois, then Colonel McRea. And 
} 


United States in the States of Missouri and Ilinoiv, as may 
be unfit for cultivation on account of being wet and mar-hy 
or subject to inundation from the overflowing of the rivers, 
or covered with standing water in ponds or lakes.’? 











|| hundred and thirty miles in extent. upon that information, thus obtained, | endeavored 

Now, ! have to say with regard to the other || to carry forward measures for ceding these lands, 

|| question, 1 will be just and candid: By the pro- | 
visions of this bill the United States will not be 
robbed of one acre of land which will be valuable, 
diese these improvements are made. There is 
no scientific agriculturist, no ‘corn, or cotton, or | 
sugar planter on the Mississippi, who does not 
know that the most valuable lands there are those | 
that are sometimes overflowed. But if there be | 
any means provided in this bill to ascertain that || 
these lands cannot be cultivated at all, then this 
leveeing will not be carried on; but if these im- 
provements are made, there will be an immense 
quantity of land of this description redeemed; some 
of the richest lands on the face of the earth, if the 


thus unfit for cultivation for the reason stated, to 
the respective States in which they lay. Accord- 
ing to the report of Colone! McRea, a great deal of 
land in both these States, Missouri and Illinois, 
came under this description. That was almost 
twenty-five years ago. These lands have remained 
in that condition ever since. It has been a 

nd object, a cardinal object, valued by all the 








tes on the Mississippi river and its tributaries, 
| to have these lands relinquished to the States in 
which they lie. Unless this is accomplished, these 
lands may lie there until doomsday. The United 
| States can make no use of them. They ere pesti- 
lential to the people of the country. They are 
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re 


stock of the people of the country. y 


impediments to the progress of the people, in go- | 
In the | 


ing from one part of a State to another. 


are Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, Jacob Thom 


Stace of Missouri, there is a great extent of coun- | 


try known as the“ Big Swamp.” It is well 
known to the Senators from lowa and Wisconsin. 
li ie @ great extent of country, a rich country, 


covered with timber, valuable timber, but also 


covered with water, and which the Government of | 


the United States will never reclaim, which will 
be lost to all good uses. It will remain, as it has 
remained for the last forty years, a loss to the 
State and an injary to the country unless it is put 
ive the hands of the State. 

tn the resolution which | brought forward in 


1826, * unfit for cultivation” was the leading and | 


prominent idea. And ‘unfit’ for the reasons 
which were enumerated, which were, ‘‘ being wet 


and marshy, or subject to inundation from the | Objection being made, the vote of Mr. M. was 


overflowing of the rivers, or covered with standing 
waters in ponds and lakes.”’ 
i read this, Mr. President, for the purpose of 


| 
} 


| 


* 


craft, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, ees H. 

Hy r- 

| hitl, Walden, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wood, Wright, 
and Young—88. 

NAYS—Megasrs, Alexander, Allen, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Beale, Booth, Bowie, Boyd, Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Crowell, 
| Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, Edmundson, Alexander 
| Evans, Nathan Evans, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, 
| Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, isham G. Harris, Henry, 
| Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howe, Hunter, Andrew 

Johnson, Jones, George G. King, James G. King, Preston 
| King, Littlefield, Marshall, McGaughey, McKissock, Mc- 

Queen, Meachain,Milison, Moore,Morehead,Morris,Nelson, 
| Newell, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Peasiee, Potter, Reed, Robbins, 

Ross, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, 
Spaulding, Stetson, Strong, James ‘Thompson, Venable, 


|| Vinton, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Whittlesey, and Wil- 


i 
| 


showing that this is an old doctrine, and one of | 


very ea importance to the new States in the 
great West. And I return my thanks to the Sen- 
ators from Arkansas, and especial! 

whe is absent, [Mr. Bortann,] for 5 
ward this measure. I return my thanks to the 
Senators from Arkansas for having brought for- 


ward at this session and obtained the general con- | 


sent of the Senate—for | believe there was scarcely 


| 


to the one || 
ringing for- | 


a dissenting voice here—to making applicable to | 


all the States what I brought forward twenty-six 
years ago for the States of Missouri and Illinois. 
1 hope they will finally succced. 

On motion by Mr. HALE, the Senate then ad- 


journed. 


—_—_- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, September 18, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


drick—79. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the table. 

{[Mr. Mason, who was not in his seat at the 
| moment his name was called, asked the unanimous 
| consent of the House to record his vote. 


| not received; but he stated, that had he been per- 
mitted to record his vote, he would have voted in 

| the negative ] 

| Mr. COBB, of Alabama, inquired of the Speaker 

| whether the first business in order was not the 

| call of the committees for reports? 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. COBB said, he desired to make a report. 

DELEGATE FROM UTAH. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I now call up the 

| question of privilege which | made on Saturday 

| last, (that Mr. Bappirt, Delegate from Utah, be 


|| sworn and take his seat.) 


he was not entitled to the floor? 
| The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Illi- 


|| nois [Mr. Harris] rose to a question of privilege, 


| 
| 
} 
} 


| 


| and was entitled to the floor. 

| Mr. HARRIS proceeded. In doing this, I de- 
| sire, if in order, to make a statement in relation 
| to this case. It will be seen by the House, from 


4 the documents which have been printed by 


Mr. ANDERSON asked the unanimous con- ‘| the order of this House, that this Delegate from 


sent to introduce a bill ** to amend an act for the 
relief of certain Tennessee volunteers,’’ approved 
August 7, 1848, for the purpose of moving its ref- 
erence to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. INGE. I believe when the House ad- 
ee a motion to reconsider on the table. That 
motion is the first business in order, I believe? I 
call for the regular order. 


ourned yesterday there was a motion pending to | 


the region of the Salt Lake 
Mr. ASHMUN, (interposing.) 
question of order. 


I rise to a 


The SPEAKER. The gentlemen from Illinois | of this House who may have the privilege of the 


[Mr. Harris} will suspend his remarks. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN,. My point of order is this— 


| that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Harris] 


Mr. ANDERSON. lI hope the gentleman from || has no right, without the unanimous consent of 


Alabama will let this bill go to the Committee on | 
Military Affairs. , 

Mr. CARTTER. I object. 

Mr. INGE, Ihave no objection to the bill of 
the gentleman from Tennessee; but I wish the reg- 
ular order of business. 


The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 
The law organizing the Territory ,of Utah, (the 


Mr. ANDERSON, The gentleman from Ala- || Speaker said,) provided for a Delegate to repre- 


bama does not object, 
ceived'and referred. 
The SPEAKER. Objection is made by other | 
gentlemen, and the regular order of business is | 
called for. 
CHICAGO AND MOBILE RAILROAD. 
The SPEAKER announced, as the first busi- | 
ness in order, the motion made last evening by the 
genleman from Illinois [Mr. Brsseut] to lay on 
the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill “granting the right of way and 
making & grant of land to the Siates of Illinois, 
Mississippi, and Alabama, to aid in the constric- 


lL hope my bill will be re- 


| sent the people of that Territory on this floor. 


The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Harris] rises, 
and calls the attention of the House to the cre- 
dentials of the Delegate. The Chair does not 





|| now decide that the gentleman claiming to repre- 


sent the people of the Territory is entitled toa 
seat on the presentation of the credentials. That 
is a question for the House to determine. But 
the Chair decides that, under the law organizing 
the Territory, this is a question of privilege. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I make the point of order, 
that these credentials have already been presented 


and acted upon, and that they cannot now be 
f y 


tion of a railroad from Chicago to Mobile,’’ was | called up again. 


paseed, 
Mr. CLEVELAND asked the 
on che motion to lay on the table. 


yeas and nays | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
And the question, “ Shall the motion to recon- | 


sider the vote by which the said bill was passed be | 
laid upon the table?” was then taken, and decided 
i. the effirmative—yeas 88, nays 79; as follow: 


YEAS—Mesare. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, | 
Astnean, Baker, Bay, Bi » Bokee, Bowlin, Briggs, 
Brooks, Albert G, Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Chester 
Butler, T. B. Butler, & G. Cabell, Calvin, Chandler, Cling- 
roan, W.R. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, Dickey, Doty, Duncan, 
Dunham, Durkee, Eliot, Bwing, Featherston, Fitch, Fow- 
ier, Gentry, Gilbert, Gorman, Gott, Green, Grinnell, Hall, 
Haltoway, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Howard, 
Hubbard, inge, J. W, Jackson, William T. » Julian, 


Mann, Job Mans, Matteson, MeCiernand, MeDonnid; R. 
M. MeLane, Mc Willie, Morse, Phelps, » Put- 
ham, Richardson, Risley, Robinson, Schermerhorn, School- | 


The SPEAKER. Whether these credentials 
authorize the admission of Mr. Babbitt to a seat, 
or not, is a question for the House to decide. The 
petal of order suggested by the gentleman from 

assachusetts (Mr. Asumun] would be good, if 
the decision was not materially affected by the 
fact that at the time alluded to by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Asumun,) there was 
no such government in existence as the terri- 
torial government of Utah. But that govern- 
ment has been established subsegently. 

Mr. ASHMUN. But the Delegaie does not 
come here with new credentials isssued since the 
oceurrence of the eventto which the Speaker re- 


| fers. Weare acting—— 


Kastinan, Jotm A. King, La Stre, Lefiler, Levin, Horace } 


Mr. CARTTER interposed to order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Lilinois. . 1 will not consume 
the time of the House, as gentlemen are so sensi- 
tive-—— 


the House, to make this question; that the rules | 
| cannot, to-day, be suspended for the purpose; and | 
| that the right or title of the gentleman to represent 

| a Territory here is nota question of privilege. 





j 
| 


|| tion of privilege. 
| seat were here claiming a right to a seat under that 
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a refuge for the wild animals that prey meee the | 
e 


man will nd his remarks. 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Asumu 
ae aaa. 
r. ; he point of Order js 
these credentials have not prese » that 
take it for granted ns ted, and | 
The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The 
man “— sseenaseee sexs NOW discuss the 
int of order, e gentleman 
Hy decision of the Chéir, may eppeal from 
_Mr. ASHMUN. They are the same creden. 


ree ii 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, (interposin 

does the gentleman know that — ie 
Mr. ASHMUN. If they are not, then no e,, 

dentials are presented. »> 
Mr. HARRIS. How do you know thaip 
The SPEAKER Sememiael. to order. And t), 

Speaker said that the gentleman from Massac\y,, 

setts (Mr. Asumun] was correct in stating ed 

these credentials were the same, because the md 


The SPEAKER, (interposing. 
— nthe eek 


N] is on the floor 


Sentle. 


t 


| tion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Hangs) 


was predicated upon documents which had hers. 
tofore been presented, and had gone on to the {ile 
of the House. The Chair overruled the Point of 


| order of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


Mr. ASHMUN. appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he thouch 
the point of order well taken by the genilemay 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asumun}—— 

Mr. CARTTER interposed, and inquired of the 


wah she Speaker whether it was in order to di 
Mr. COBB was understood to inquire whether || ee Panera te 


question? 

The SPEAKER. 
is debatable. 

Mr. STEPHENS proceeded with his remarks, 
He doubted (he said) whether the rights of Dei. 
gates on this floor could involve, technically speak. 
ing, questions of privilege at all. Questions of 


It isinorder. The appeal 


| privilege, he apprehended, pertained only to mem.. 


bers of the House—those who were known as 
such by the Constitution. Delegates derive their 
rights simply from law and not the Constitution— 
theirs were in the nature of private rights—they 
did not arise above the rights of any other officer 


floor by legal permission and not by constitutional 
right. But he did not intend to argue that view of 
the subject, for it was not necessary. In this case 


| he understood the Chair to hold, that inasmuch as 
|| Congress lately passed a law creatin 


& territorial 
government for Utah, allowing a Delegate upon 
this floor, that thefefore it was for the House to 
determine whether Mr. Babbitt was entitled toa 
seat as such Delegate, and that this was a ques- 
Now, if this applicant for a 


law of Congress, then the question would arise 
which the Speaker presented. But it is admitied 
that Mr. Babbitt does not claim his right to a seat 
under the late act of Congress. His credentials 
show that he was elected as a Delegate from a Ter- 
ritory called Deseret—a Territory unknown to 
law. He does not derive his right from any law 
of Congress. He does not claim under or through 
the authority of any law. He claims a seat by 
virtue of an election held before Congress had au- 
thorized a territorial government in Utah, which 
is the same country at that time called Deseret. 
He is therefore clearly a volunteer, He has 
neither constitutional nor legal right toclaim a seat. 
If he be admitted it mustclearly be ex gratia and 
not ex debito justitia. And of course he presenis 
no case of privilege, : 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said, that before 
he said the few words which he intended to say 
on the appeal, he desired to be informed by the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Hagris,} whether 
this gentleman is the De claiming a seat 4s 
representative from the Territory organized by 
act of Co ? : ‘ 

Mr. HARRIS. T will ane in reply to the in- 

uiry of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Me- 
Lax, that | present the case with this view: 
that Mr. Babbitt to this House eteden- 
tials showing that he is elected as a Delegate 
this House from the yoerie residing. within the 
known limits of the Territory of Utah, and, 4s 
such, he asks that he may be sworn and take his 


seat——— ; 
The SPEAKER, jansenonsing ing.) This question 
must be presented - that of a : egate apply!og 
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s seat in this House from the Territory of 
‘ah. Whether the point was made beforeor after 
Ut territorial government of Utah was established, 
- a question to be decided now. It is for the 
louse to decide whether it will grant or refuse 

seat. The Chair understands the gentleman 
gom Illinois (Mr. Hares} as presenting a case 
fron the Territory of Utah; otherwise the Chair 
cannot entertain the question. : 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask that the credentials may 


d. 

McLANE, of Maryland, claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was enti- 
tled to the floor. ‘ . - : ; 

Mr. McLANE said, that his object in making 
the inquiry he had submitted to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. Harris] was, that the motion 
should be presented to the Chair in its own true 
rms. He (Mr. MclL..) felt persuaded, that if the 
gentleman had stated to the Chair that he asked 
ihe admission of Mr. Babbitt to a seat in this 
House as Delegate from the Territory of Deseret, 
the Chair would not entertain that as a privileged 
question relating to Utah. And he (Mr. McL.) 
submitted to the Speaker, that if such were the 
gentieman’s motion, the Chair should not entertain 


: Mr. HARRIS. I madenosuch motion. I did 
not mention such a place as Deseret. But I did 
resent Mr. Babbitt here as a Delegate to repre- 
sent the people of the Territory of Utah—now a 
Territory of the United States—known to the law 
as such. His credentials were presented with 
him, and this request was made of the House. It 
is known that there can be no Delegate from this 
Territory during the present Congress, unless this 
gentleman is admitted, and consequently that the 


_/wants of the people of the Territory cannot be 
* made known. 


Mr. McCLERNAND, (to the Speaker.) Will 
the Chair inform me by what motion this question 
can be disposed of ? 

The SPEAKER. The question is on an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Well, sir, | want to 
get clear of the matter. How can I do it? 

Mr. JONES addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Jones.) The gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. McCviernanp] is entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (to theSpeaker.) Is the 
previous question in order? 

The SPEAKER. Iris. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. It is my opinion that 
this is not a question of priV¥ilege. 1 move the 
previous question. 

Mr. JONES, (to the Speaker.) If the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Asamun} should with- 
draw his appeal from thedecision of the Chair, wiil 
it not then be in order to move to lay the motion of 
the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. aheasl on the 
table? 

TheSPEAKER. That motion will be in order. 

Mr. JONES. Then I bope that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts will consent to withdraw his 
demand for the previous question, and that the 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois will be laid 
upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. ‘I'he question is on the ap- 
peal, and the previous question has been demanded. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Under the statement made by 
the Chair, | withdraw the appeal, and I move that 
the motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Harris} be laid upon the table. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, asked the yeas and 
nays. 

The SPEAKER counted the members in favor 
arent and said there was not a sufficient num- 


r. 

Mr. HARRIS asked for tellers on the yeas and 

nays. 
ellers were refused. 

And the yeas and nays were refused. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Asumon, and decided in the affirmative, with- 
outa division. 

So the motion was laid upon the table. 

. Mr. BAYLY. I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
Ms. BOWL Spea 

‘Mr. BOWLIN, (to the ker.) What is the 
PP order of eens , 

e SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
hess is the call of the committees for reports. 
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— 





Mr. BOWLIN., I hope the House will proceed | Government had undertaken to contract with an 


with the lar order of business. 

The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order. 

The queation was stated to be on the motion that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOWLIN asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. ; 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

THE MEXICAN INDEMNITY. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Mc- 
Lane, of Maryland, in the chair.) 

Mr. BAYL 


bill. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose to a ques- || 
He submitted that the resolution of the | 


of order. 





| 


| 
| 


| 


English house, and had made an arrangement 
through that house for the payment of this instai- 
ment of the indemnity in advance. If this was 
the fact, he suggested the impropriety of this ar- 
rangement, in consequence of the possibility of the 
English House which had been selected, having 
some understanding with Santa Anna, and being 
disposed to subserve the views of that person. 


Since the extradition of Santa Anna he had been 
| residing in the West Indies, waiting to seize any 


| 
} 


|| fact that he was thus calcu 
moved that the committee pro- || 
ceed to the consideration of the Mexican indemnity | 


j 


| 
| 
' 


House making the appropriation bills the special * 
| much embarrassed, and is reduced to such diffi- 


order of the day, designated these bills in a certain 


order, that the bills must be taken up in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union in | 


the order in which they were designated in the res- || 


olution of the House, and that it was not in the || 
i} 


power of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union to alter the arrangement. 

The CHAIR. The special order applies to three 
bills. 


The Chair does not understand that the || 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union || 


is necessarily bound to proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bills in the order in which they are 
named in the resolution. 


The question was-then taken on the motion of || 


Mr. Bay ty, and was decided in the affirmative. 


So the committee proceeded to the consideration || 


tion, in further part, the twelfth article of the 
treaty with Mexico, concluded at Guadalupe Hi- 
dalgo. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


‘“ Be it enacted, §c. That the sum of three millions three | 


hundred and sixty thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby, apprepriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for the paymept of the instalment 


and interest which will fall due on the thirtieth of May, | 
eighteen hundred and fifty-one, under the twelfth article of | 


the treaty between the United States and Mexico, made nad 


concluded at Gaudalupe Hidalgo, on the second of Febru- | 


ary, eighteen hundred and forty-eight.” 
Mr. DISNEY proposed to amend the bill by 
adding to the end thereof the following: 


“ To be paid by and ander the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury.”’ 


to the House that there was no necessity for this 
amendment. All the analogies of our Govern- 
ment show that the mode prescribed by his amend- 


ment was that which was customarily pursued in | 


the payments from the Treasury; and this fact 
would seem to do away any necessity for the 
amendment he had offered. 

It would appear, therefore, that there may be no 
necessity for this proposition, and that it is ac- 
tually the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to discharge the duties which he is required by 
this amendment to do. But although this may 
seem to be the case, #e had understood that it had 


become a mooted question between the members | 
of the Cabinet, whether the disbursement of this | 


money pertained to the Secretary of the Treasury 
or the Secretary of State. 
Treasury had contended that it formed no part of 
his duty to pay this money, and he wished it to 
be transferred to the Secretary of State. The 
Secretary of State also considered it no part of 
his duty to disburse this money, and thatthe duty 
and responsibility belonged to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. So that it seems the question, as to 
whom the duty belongs, is at present an unsettled 
one. The question, whether the duty and respon- 
sibility should be fixed on the Secretary of State 
or the Secretary of the Treasury, ought to be set- 
tled by this House. He hoped it would be so set- 
tled, and let the responsibility be on the officer 
whose duty it most y is, and that officer he 
considered to be the tary of the Treasury. 
He hoped, therefore, that his amendment would 
be agreed to. 

Again: there was an understanding out of doors, 
a rumor which had reached his ears, and had 
doubtless reached other gentlemen, which satisfied 
him that it wasa part of his duty to move this 
amendment, He had understood that some time 
during this session, a high functionary of the 


} 


| 
ii 


| 
} 


The Secretary of the | 


Mr. D. said, it might at the first glance seem || 


-of the bill to provide for the carrying into execu- || 


opportunity which might offer to enter into in- 
trigues for his restoration to — If it was the 
ating ona return to 

Mexico, what mode could be selected better calcu- 
lated to promote his ambitious designs, than by 
placing thie sum of money in the hands of an 
English House predisposed to subserve his views? 
He had seen in the newspapers of the day, that 
at this moment the Mexican Government is very 


culty in obtaining money as to feel itself com- 
pelled to borrow at the rate of two per cent. per 
month for the purpose of carrying on its opera- 
tions. If Mexico is at this moment in this state 
of distress and impoverishment, may not the mode 
of paying this instalment provided by this bill, 
add to her embarrasaments?*~ And if this English 
House should be disposed to facilitate the views 
of Santa Anna, would not the deposit of this 
money in its hands, enable it to take advantage of 
this depressed condition of Mexico to effect his 
objects? Now it was well known to every one 
that the present Mexican authorities are very 


| friendly to our Government; while it is just as well 


known that Santa Anna entertains for us senti- 
ments of an opposite character. Sound policy, 
therefore, should prevent us from doing anything 


| which might have the effect of injuring our friends 


| 


_and benefiting our enemy. 


But, without dwelling on these matters, it ap- 
peared to him eminently proper that this duty 
should be imposed on the Secretary of the ‘Treas- 
ury. The question as to where the duty and the 
ee should rest, ought to be settled by 
Congress. And-in addition to all this, whenever a 
high functionary of our Government, on his own 
responsibility, has arrogated the power of making 
a contract with a foreign House to pay this instal- 
ment, in advance, and without the authority of 
law, he thought we ought to show our disapproval 


| of this conduct on the part of an executive officer, 


by setting the bargain aside. 
Mr. BAYLY said he had heard the reports to 
which the gentleman from Ohio had referred. 


| They had been communicated to him, and he pre- 


| in order that they might vote understandingly. 
|| was true, as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dis- 
|| Ney} had stated, that the Government had made 
| an arrangement with the houses of Barings of 











| 


sumed to many other gentiemen. He had felt it 
to be his duty to inform himself fully on this sub- 
ject. He would now state the facts to the House, 
lt 


London, Howland & Aspinwall of New York, 
and Corcoran & Riggs of Washington, to pay this 
instalment of the indemnity. The gentieman from 
Uhio seemed to think that in making this contract 
in advance of an appropriation, the Administra- 
tion had been guilty of impropriety. Now the 
contract was altogether a conditional one, obliga- 
tory only in the event of the passage of a bill 
making an appropriation for the purpose, and of 
us passage at this session. He would briefly ex- 
plain the necessity there was for making an appro- 
priation for the purpose so long before the instal- 
ment falls due. 

The only way in which the bankers who had 
undertaken to make this payment can afford to 
give the premium, is that they shall be allowed 
tume to place the money in Mexico gradually and 
so as not to disturb the exchange. Fime in trans- 
actions of this character is of the greatest import- 
ance. ‘In the proposition which was made by 
Messrs. Rothschild, they had limited the period 
for the acceptance of their offer to the 20th of 
May. Subsequently they extended the period to 
the lst of July. As the proposition was not av- 
cepted by that time it was withdrawn. After that 


the Administration made the contract with the 
present parties at three and a half per cent. Theres 
were several other propositions made to the Secre- 
tary of State, which he did not feel himself author- 
ized to entertain, as they are such as no prudent 
man would have accepted. 











































































































sitions? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, the premium offered was 
four per cent., or ope half better than the offer 
made by the present contractors. The Adminis- 
tration was of opinion, however, that the arrange- 
ment which had been made was the best which 
could have been made. it was better than the 
R. thschilds proposition. The proposition of the 
Rethschilds was, that our minister in Mexico 
should draw bills from time to time as they were 
wented. This would have involved the Govern- 
ment in a vast amount of bills of exchange, which, 
as every one knew, would have been a source of 
great inconvenience. But in the arrangement 
which has been made the Government has nothing 
whatever to do with the drawing for the money. 
All will fall on the contracting parties. They will 
use their own agencies and their own credit. It 
is therefore a better arrangement for the Govern- 
ment. All this, however, is of littl moment, as 
the proposition of the Rothschilds has been with- 
drawn. 

Mr. McCLERNAND was understood to put a 
question as to the authority by which this arrange- 
ment was made. 

Mr. BAYLY (resuming) said, it was a condi- 
tional compact, binding nobody unless an appro- 
priation was made, and at this session; and the 
reason for the passage of the bill at this time is be- 
cause a higher premium can be obtained the longer 
the period which is allowed for the operation. He 
could not see that there had been any violation of 
law when the express condition on which the ar- 
rangement was made was, that it should not be 
binding unless an appropriation for the object was 
made, and made at the present session. There 
were two available offers made— the one was that 
of Rothachilds, and the other that by the Barings, 
Howlind & Aspinwall, and Corcoran & Riggs. 
The first was supposed to be beyond the time 
limited for its acceptance, and was withdrawn, and 
then the contract was handed over to the present 
parties. 

It has been said to me above a hundred times, 
that the Secretary of State has rejected the offers 
of American houses, and accepted an English 
house. tt so happens that the fact is just the re- 
verse of this. The offer which was withdrawn, 
because the Government had not accepted it, was 
from an exclusively European house, which had no 
associates here. The house of the Barings is one 
of great credit. They are the bankers of our Gov- 
ernment in London for the payment of our minis- 
ters abroad and other foreign expenditures. The 
firm of Howland & Aspinwall, in New York, is 
well known as standing high. The house of Cor- 
coran & Riggs is also known to bea strong house, 
and highly honorable in its transactions. The 
Secretary of State, then, has made a contract with 
those three houses, with an entire confidence that 
the payments we are bound by treaty to make to 
the Mexican Government will be madeon the day 
designated by the treaty, and that the honor and 
credut of our Government will be sustained. 

Mr. CARTTER was understood to ask at what 
time it was proposed to pay this instalment into 
the hands of the contractors? 

Mr. BAYLY. It would be paid, if this bill had 
passed, from time to timetas the contractors may 


desire, 

Mr. CARTTER was understood to ask if the 
Mexican Government had not requested that this 
instalment should be paid in some particular way ? 

Mr. BAYLY said he was not aware that any 
such request had been made, and, indeed, he was 
sare that none such had been made. The only 
two offers coming from parties with whom Mr, 
Webster considered it prudent to contract, as he 
had before stated, were those of the Rothschilds, 
and of Barings, Howland & Aspinwall, and Cor- 
coran & Rigge; the first had been withdrawn, the 
other was accepted, In reference to this matter 
he had ‘had a very franlg conversation with the 
Administration. If there had been given to our 
Government an intumation that if the payment of 
the next instalment could be anticipated, and paid 
before the time when it falls due, the Mexican 
Government would submit to a discount, it would 
have been h prudent to have acted in accord- 
ance with it, He did not think that it would be 
a esfe operation to pay the money to Mexico in 
advance. in the present unsettled state of Mexico, 
it was by no means improbavle that by a sudden 
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revolution the present Government might be over- 
thrown before the day when this instalment will 
fall due, and if it had been paid previously, our 
Government might be subjected to the danger of 
being called on to pay it over again; or at any rate 
of having some difficulty with that Republic about 


it. 

Mr. VINTON stated, that by the contract the 
contractors would pay interest upon the advances 
in addition to the premium. 

Mr. CARTTER also pat a question, which was 
not heard, relative, perhaps, to the obligation on 
the part of the Government to accept the best offer. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed, saying, in reply to what 
had fallen from Mr. Carrrer, that he did not 
know that there was. But if so, he thought the 
Government ought not to have accepted the prop- 
ositions, whatever the terms were, or however ad- 
vantageous they may have seemed for the Gov- 
ernment. It would have been very discreditable 
in us to shave our own paper. It would have 
been discreditable to have gone into an operation 
of this kind with a sister Government. It would 
not only have been discreditable but unsafe. From 
what we all know from experience of the char- 
acter of the Mexican Government, if a revolution 
were to take place before the year 1851, there is 
very little reason to doubt that they would have 
been ready enough to take advantage of it, and 
would have come upon us to demand the payment 
of this instalment over again. With such a Gov- 
ernment to deal with, it was especially proper that 
our Government should have no transaction which 
would involve any risk. 

There was another mode of making this pay- 
ment, which had been frequently suggested, viz: 


through our minister in Mexico. Mr. Letcher \ 
negotiated in Mexico for the payment of the last || 


instalment. He had to encounter a combination 
of the Mexican bankers who would not give him 
more than one per cent. 
open a broker’s shop and sold bills of exchange, 
he would have found himself entangled in trans- 
actions with all the bankers of London and Mex- 
ico, which would’ have been productive of great 
inconvenience and risk. 

It was represented at that time, as now, that in 
the hands of the American minister, a very advan- 
tageous and profitable arrangement could be made. 
Mr. Letcher gives a different account of it in his 
letter to Mr. Clayton, of the 15th July last; in that 
letter he says, that from the first moment of his 


ival i ious on- || oo: ; 
arrival he devoted himself anxiously and con | bility where it can have no control. 


stantly to arrange for the payment of the indem 
nity. For some time the circumstances were dis- 
couraging; obstacles of their own accord sprang 
up; other obstacles arose from the combinations of 
the bankers against him. Their scheme was to 
compel him to accept of one per cent. premium, or 
else the United States would have to transport the 
specie from the United States to the city of Mex- 


& Aspin wall were the 





If he had undertaken to | 


ico. That for some time the associated capitalists | 


believed fully they had the game in their own 
hands and could control him; but he succeeded in 
arranging for a part of the last instalment, at three 
and a half per cent., with Mr. Davidson; and of 
this he says: = 

« When the fact is taken into consideration that the ex- 
port duty on spe ie last year was ten per cent., and now is 
only four and a half, it appears to me that the arrangement 
made (at Urree and a half) is far more favorable than could 
have been anticipated.” 

He had called on the Administration to know at 
what premiums the other instalments of this in- 
demnity had been negotiated. It would be recol- 
lected that the indemnity stipulated to be paid to 
Mexic.» was to be made in five payments. The 
first in hand, and the others in annual instalments. 
The fist was made by an arrangement with the 
house of Barings, by Mr. Secretary Walker, 
when our Government stipulated to pay them the 
amount at Washington in Treasury notes, Treas- 
ury notes at par. Atthat time Treasury notes were 
above par, so that our Government by that ar- 
rangement got no premium, but virtually paid one. 
Mr. Walker, however, was not blamed for this. 
He could do no better. The payment hadto be 
made at once; and for the reasons I have already 
given,no premium was obtained. 

The first instalment was due and paid during 
Mr. Potk’s administration. Baring, Brothers, & 
Co., were oo ates employed by Mr. Walker. 
They paid the Government four and a half per cent. 

The second instalment was divided. Howland 


| 
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contractors f. 

and a half. Nee eb 
cent. premium for this ion, : 
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for the — Rothchild, and - thie as me 

mium three a half Petia 
Snis Government. Per Sent. was paid 

The contract with Davidson was n 
se — in = a of Mexico, on the 13th 

ay of February, as a rs by hi 
the 15th of that month, Ppeare SY his lewer of 
he proposal of Messrs. Baring and the; 
sociates, for this instalment, has coo = meng 
Mr. Webster, on the condition I have alread 
es to. a z 7 > 

This isa little more favorable premium 
Government realized on the odeoad, and con = 
cent. less than the first instalment. It is to be oa 
served that at the time of the contract with Barin 
Brothers, & Co., for the payment of that ina. 
ment, the export duty on specie in the city of 
Mexico was ten per cent.—the export duty is now 
five anda half. Besides, at the time of the pay. 
ment of the first instalment, the rate of exchange 
between the United States and Great Britain was 
much lower than it is now. 

It thus appears that this contract is made upon 
rather better terms than those which preceded it 
But they are all so nearly on the same terms tha 
the presumption is that the premium is about fair, 

I have seen nothing to create even a suspicion in 
my mind of any eee 

One word as to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Diswey.] It proposes to take 
the execution of this law from the President, and 
confer it upon the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Practically it will have no effect; for the con. 
tract made by Mr. Webster meets the approbation 
of the Administration, and it is certain Mr. Cor. 
win will not annulit. In principle | think it 


received ee 


egotiated by 


| wrong. By the Constitution It is the duty of the 


President to see that the laws are executed. My 


| idea is, that we ought to appropriate the money to 


fulfill the treaty, and leave it to the President 
to see that the payment is made; and the country 
will hold him responsible for the manner in which 
the duty is performed. If we agree to the amend- 
ment, it will be a vote of confidence in the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in advance, and we will be 
estopped of complathing of the Administration, no 
matter -how the duty may be performed. | am 
unwilling that Congress shall take this responsi- 


Mr. KING, of New Jersey, desired to submit 
a very few remarks, for the purpose of showing 
that the employment of an agent is the most eco- 
nomical and certain mode of making the payment 
of this instalment. Our Government has under 
taken to deposit three millions in the city of Mex- 
ico on a given day, in fulfillment of a treaty 
obligation. If there were no bankers, through 
whose agency this payment could be made in 
Mexico, it would be necessary for our Government 
to transport the specie itself. If it were found 
necessary to transport the coin, every one knows 
that the process would be an uncertain as well as 
an expensive one. Not only would there be a 
heavy charge for freight, but also there must be 
taken into consideration the delay, the risk of 
transportation, the loss of interest, and the com- 
missions of agencies. Under the most economical 
management, the cost to our Government could 
not be computed at less than three per cent. Now, 
instead of adopting this cumbrous, uncertain, and 
costly process, by which our Government would 
be subjected to actual loss of not less than three 
per cent., the Government has preferred to enter 
into a contract, by which it avoids all risks and 
delay, and secures a gain of some three and a half 
per cent., thus making a difference in its favor of 
nearly $320,000. What is to: be gained by the 
contracting agents? They can gain nothing more 
than the difference of a between the 
United States and London, and Mexico and Lon- 
don, and the only chance they can have of real- 
izing a fair return for the risk they assume, is from 
the lapse of time which may be allowed them (0 
manage those e to the best advantage. 
By having time for such operations, they may be 
able to take advantage of all fluctuations in the 
rate of exchange, and thus to effect those combi- 


nations of capital and credit, in varying rates of 


exchange, out of which profits are made. 
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Now, 
; t cannot engage. It must be done 
Gore individuals; and the individuals who have 
toeslected in this case are well known for their 
t capital, and their high standing, and 
responsibility, as well as great experience. 
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this is a sort of transaction in which the | might run off and bring in subjects which had }\ the money will be paid now; and there will bea 
nothing to do with the question, and might thus || deduction on account of interest, &c., under the 
get up a discussion which would consume the || contract of which we have heard so much to-day. 
| whole day. What was the proposition now be- | 
| fore the committee, and why was it brought here? | not been an official communiextion received by this 
| In the year 1848 the Government of the United i Administration from ‘the Government of Mexico, 
gould take it on himself to assert that three | States concluded a treaty with Mexico. By one || expressing a desire to have the payment made in 
responsible firms than those of the Barings | of the provisions of the treaty, this Government || a different form, to wit, by she presentation of 


Now, | wish to inquire whether or not there has 


of London, Howland & Aspinwall of New York, || was to pay to the Government of Mexico three || drafis, or by the payment of the money here in- 


Corcoran & Riggs of this city, could not be |) millions of dollars in the month of June, 1851, | 


found in their respective spheres. The Govern- | 
nent would absolutely run no risk. The pay- | 


with interest from the date of the ratification of 
the treaty, amounting in the aggregate to three 


| stead of paying it in Mexico, as the treaty pre- 
| scribes. 


| treaty is our duty—we all know that; and | hold 


ow, @ strict conformance with the 


nents would be made by these contractors through | millions three hundred and sixty thousand dollars. || that if there is such a proposition legally made, 


iheir own agents and at their own risk, so that our | The Committee of Ways and Means had reported 


properly made by the Government of Mexico to 


Government will pay the indemnity to the Mexi- |; a bill simply appropriating this sum of money to || the United States, to discharge that obligation in a 


ean authorities without any loss or delay. It would 
ihose authorities. If any loss should be incurred 
during the process, it must fall exclusively on these || 
contractors. If there should be a loss in the trans- || 

nation—if by any revolutionary action the Gov- || 
wament should be overthrown, and the Govern- || 
nent in esse should demand payment over again, | 
ihe loss will not fall on our Government, but on || 
those agents, should they make advances. It | 
yould not be possible for our Government to de- || 
vise any other mode of depositing this money, || 
except by the transportation of the specie in steam- || 
boats and wagons, the folly of which would be | 


Now, by the Constitution of the United Siates, 





| meet the obligation imposed upon the Government | different form, we should be complying with all 
nothing until it gets in hand the receipts from || of the United States by the treaty stipulations. || the stipulations of the treaty if we accepted of it. 
| | wish to be informed upon that point. 1 do not 


treaties made in pursuance of that instrument were || know the fact. Rumor states, that through the 


declared to be the supreme law of the land. By an- | 
other provision of the same instrument the Presi- | 


Mexican minister to this country, this Govern- 


| ment has been informed that it is the wish of the 


dent of the United States was required to see that || Government of Mexico that the payment shall be 


the laws of the United States were faithfully ex- | 
ecuted; and by another provision the President 
was also required to take an oath to support the || 
Constitution of the United States and faithfully to || 
execute the duties of his office. This wus, there- | 
fore, the supreme law of the land, and it was the || 
duty of the President to execute it, if Congress || 





made in a different form; and more—that that dif- 


| ferent form would result in a profit te this Govern- 


ment of some seventy or eighty thousand dollars. 
1 wish to know the facts, that we may act upon 
them. 

Mr. JONES. I know nothing of the facts of 
which the gentleman inquires—whether the Mex- 


evident to all. | would place at his disposal the necessary amount || ican Government, through ils minister or any o her 
The question is asked, who is to make the con- || of money. This object was proposed tobeaccom- | functionary, has made any proposition to this 


tract? The President of the United States is bound || 
to see that the indemnity is duly paid. He directs || 


it to be paid either by the Secretary of the Treas. || 


plished by the passage of this bill, but without | 
saying by whom the payment should be made. | 
hen this bill shall have been passed it will be the || 


Government in reference to the payment of this 
money. I hold that if the Government of Mexico 
has made that proposition, and it is one advanta- 


ury or by the Secretary of State. This is the or- || law of the land, and the President, by his oath of || geous to this Government—if we can avail our- 
dinary mode by which payments of this kind have || office, was as equally bound to execute this law as || selves of it, and in so doing relieve ourselves from 
always been made. ‘The payment for which this || any other. It would then be for him and his advi- || the obligations of the treaty, it would be the bound- 


bill makes an appropriation becomes due in 1851. || 


sers to determine how and in what manner the || 


en duty of the President, under the bill which 


The gentleman from Ohio proposes to amend the || payment should be made in the city of Mexico, as || lies upon your table, to accept that proposition from 


bill so as to make it imperative on the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make this payment. He did not || 
know that the amendment of the gentleman from || 
Ohio would at all alter the matter. There could || 
not be probably any better contract now than this, 
as it now stands, considered in all points. There || 
could not have been a better one made at the time || 
when it was made. Other contracts might have 
been made, as there may have been a rivalry, a 
combination of speculators ready to make the ar- 
rangement on apparently better terms for the Gov- || 
ernment, But when it was made there were no 

other applicants or bidders, and the contract made || 








| required by the treaty. And this he (Mr. J.) | 


thought was all that Congress could do. 
The Government was divided into three depart- | 
ments, the legislative, the executive, and judicial; || 
and if Congress undertook to make contracts and | 
to specify how the laws should be executed, he | 
(Mr. J.) thought it was an encroachment on the | 
executive branch of the Government. Congress || 
appropriated this money; it had to be paid to the 
Mexican Government in fulfillment of our treaty | 
obligations under the direction of the President. || 
If the law was improperly executed, he would be | 
responsible to the Congress, and through them to | 





Mexico, 

Mr. BAYLY appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee to yield the floor to enable him to reply 
to the interrogatory of the genilenan from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Boyp.] 

Mr. JONES yielded. 

Mr. BAYLY. I am informed that there has 
been no proposition made to this Government by 
any officially recognized agent of Mexico. There 
has been a proposition made to this Government 
through a gentleman who represents himself as 
acting for the Government of Mexico, but I am 
told that he has no credentials. | do not want to 


was the best for the Government. lt was sure of || their constituents, the people of this country, for || refer to the individual; he isa gentleman for whom 


being executed, and without any risk. He saw || 
no necessity for the amendment of the gentleman 


an abuse of his power. But the amendment of | 


| the gentleman from Ohio, now under considera- | 


I entertain a good deal of personal respect. But, 
I am authorized to state that there has been no 


from Ohio. From his own personal knowledge, || tion, proposed to take this duty fromthe President || official communication whatever. The Mexican 


he would say that no arrangement could have been 
made by the Government which promised, with 
certainty, more advantages. The Government 
runs no risk whatever; every loss which may be 
incurred must fall on the contractors, and none 


from all responsibility, 


| and to impose it upon the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury. If they did that, pon relieved the President | 
as 


and imposed it upon the Secretary, without any | 
other responsibility than his oath of office. 





upon the Government. 

He had made these few remarks as the results 
of his own experience. He had never had any 
connection with any public contracts or public | 
money—beyond his own per diem—since he had 
had the honor of a seat in this House. 

. few simple figures will show the practical 
result: 
$55 in London, according to the existing 

rate of exchange, are worth in Mexico. .§100 00 
$85 in London will cost at the present rates 

of her exchange in New York......... 94 00 





But why was this change sought to be made? | 
What would be the effect of 1? The reason | 
alleged was, that the Secretary of State, with no | 
authority to do it, had made a contract by which 
this money was to be paid, and that the contract | 
was upon terms advantageous to the contractors— | 
that better terms had been offered. Was there any- 
thing in this amendment which said that the terms | 
should be better—which said that the contract | 
already made (if one had been made) should be | 
cancelled, and given to other parties? Was there | 
anything in the amendment which would require | 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cance! the contract, | 


Difference in profit.............+. $6 00|| which ramor said had been made, and make 








Now the contractors pay to the Govern- 

MEN. 's cc viec cede cvscckVicsccgtescccs S350 
And reserve for themselves............. $2 50 
on each $100— which covers expenses, fluctuations 
in exchanges, losses of interest, commissions, and 
their own profits. 


another contract? Was there anything in it that | 
gave assurance that if the contract should be can- | 
celled, another contract would be made more ad | 
vantageous to the interests of the Government? | 
There was nothing. And it would seem even if we 


should adopt this amendment, the only nal 


|| would be to take thia contract from one contractor 


If the Government undertake to transport the || and give it to another—perhaps at less advanta- 
coin to the eity of Mexico, where it is payable by || geous terms. 


treaty, that would cost three per cent, at least, 
whilst by adopting the mode above referred to, 
this outlay is saved, and three and a half per cent. 
per annum are gained, making six and a half per 
cent., or on the instalment of $3,360 000 almost 


Mr. BOYD. Will my friend from Tennessee 
allow me to propound a question to him, which, 
if he be not able to answer, perhaps the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, or some 
other gentleman in the House, can answer? It re 


$220,000. This shows the great advantage of || lates to a fact which | wish to get at. By the 


ado ung the measure under consideration. 
r. JONES said it seemed to him that this was 
& very plain and simple proposition, and was con- 


treaty of 1848, we stipulated to pay to the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico some three and a half millions 
of dollars on the Ist of June. By the bill on the 


fined within very nazrow limits; but the committee || table we are to appropriate the money now, and 








minister has made none. There has been one 
made by a citizen of this country, professing to 


e (Mr. J.) conceived, || act on behalf of the Mexican Government. 


_Mr. DISNEY. Thedenials of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means are special. 
| wish the gentleman to say whether he has any | 
information, official or unofficial, that the Mexican 
minister is authorized to receive and receipt for 
this money. 

Mr. BAYLY. This delicacy that I wished to 
observe, it may not be requisite for me to adhere to. 
Mr. Webster stated to me that General Duff Green 
had made a proposition in reference to this matter, 
at, | believe, four and a half per cent., which he 
(Mr. W.) did not even consider. Thatta the fact 
of the case, and it is proper | should state it. 

Mr. DISNEY and Mr. VINTON each said a 
word to Mr, Bayuy, of whieh, in the confusion of 
the Hall, nothing whatever was audible to the Re- 
porter. 

Mr..BAYLY remained upon the floor. 

Mr."ASHMUN. I wish the gentlemen (Mr. 
Barty] to speak so as to be heard all over the 
House. 

Mr. BAYLY. The proposition was by Gen- 
eral Green, on behalf of himself and some per- 
sons in Mexico. 

Mr. ASHMUN. General Duff Green? 

Mr. JONES (resuming) repeated that it was itm- 
possible for this House to take into their hands 
this matter of making contracts for the transport- 
ation and payment of this meney in the city of 
Mexico. |t was no disparagement, he thought, 
to any gentleman on this floor, to say thet tere 

were at least many members of the House (and 
he included himself among the number) who did 
not understand all the ways an’ means and artful 
contrivances for drawing bills of exchange, and 





” 


carrying out large financial 
echeracter, with the least risk, trouble, and ex- 
eowe. He stated the nominal rates of exchange 
tween this country and Great Britain, and be- 


tween Great Britain and Mexico; and said the | 


real exchange between two countries could never 
be but little above what it would cost to transport 
the specie, together with the charges for insurance, 
&e. 


Sir, we are anprenenns by this bill, just the 
amount of money which we are bound to pay to 
Mexico on the 30th da 
of her Government. And here are men coming 
forward and offering to pay to this Government 


three and a half per cent. upon the amount to be || 
paid to Mexico, and to pay the Mexican Govern- | 


ment the money that we now appropriate, afier 
the expiration of nine months, at which time the 
money becomes due. This, at least, will save to 
this Government three and a half per cent. on the 
amount that is appropriated to be paid in June 
next, thetis,on the sum of 43,360,000, and which 
we are required to pay in the city of Mexico. 

It is not to be supposed that the three hundred 
men composing this Congress will be of the same 
opinion in regard to financial matters, or contracts 
concerning the financial operations of the Govern- 
ment. hat I have said applies to money which 
is at the disposal of the President of the United 
States, whose duty it is to transact the business to 
the best of his power for the benefit of this Gov- 
ernment. And if it should be shown afterwards, 
or if it should appear from the manner in which 
he shall have discharged the trust, that he had 
done it corruptly, that he had favored individuals, 
and enabled them to make fortunes out of the 
transaction, it would then, in my opinion, be a 
proper subject for investigation by the Congress 
of the United States at some future session. But 
he is the responsible judge, after the money is 
placed under his control, as to how, and in what 
manner, he should dispose of it. 

Something has been said about the impropriety 
of making this appropriation at this time, whereas 
the money is notdueuntil nextJane. Why, sir, that 
18 within the present fiscal year; and this is the 
proper time to make the appropriation. We are 
now making appropriations for all demands upon 
the Government up to, and including the thirtieth 
day of June next. This, then, falis within the 
time for which we are now appropriating money. 
And it is proper that this appropriation should be 
made now, and that the Executive should have 
the money so as to make the necessary arrange- 
ments to redeem the faith of the Government by 
the payment of the money which by treaty this 
Government is required to pay. 

Before I sit down, sir, I shall move an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio. 1 will move to strike out from that amend- 
ment the words ** Secretary of the Treasury,’’ and 
insert the words “ President of the United States.”’ 
if my amendment should be adopted, and the 
amendment as amended voted down, the bill will 
then, as it came from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, be precisely in the condition in which 
my amendment would place it; thatis, it will re- 
main to be executed by the President of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. CARTTER. Ido not know, sir, but that 
this may oe all right. 1 do not profess to be well 
acquainted with such matters, but there are certain 
features about it that certainly do seem to me to be 
unnecessary, and, indeed, somewhat objectionable. 

The preposition is, in its very terms, to lend the 
credit of this Government, or to lend this money 
rather, this amount of capital, toa British banking 
house, for nine months. 

Mv. JONES. Wiil the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mer. CARTTER. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. Is there any provision in the bill 
which proposes to loan one dollar or one cent to 
anybody? 

Mr. CARTTER. I will answer the gentleman's 
quesiion in the course of the few remarks which | 
shalt make, ‘he bill proposes to make an appro- 
priation todischarge certain indebtedness of this 
Governmen: nine months in advance. The ap- 
proprisiion is introduced upon the recommendation 


} 


of May next, at the seat | 


upon that action. That is the condition of the 
proposition, as | understand it from what has been 


_ stated by the chairman of the Committee of Ways | anxious to establish her Government u 


and Means, and by other gentlemen who are mem- 
_ bers of that committee. 
| It seems to be urged by those who are friendly 


to this banking transaction—this proposition to | we will release you from your ob 
loan the treasure of the Federal Government to | as this instalment is concerned 
British bankers for nine months,—it seems, | say, | you tre trouble of conveying th 
|| with that class of gentlemen, to be esteemed ne- || we will 
cessary that there shduld be certain financiering | months. 
operations in connection with the payment of this |, mon. 


money. 


or necessary, by any means. Itis alluded to by 
| the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; it is alluded to in public rumor; it is con- 
fessed by the Secretary of State in his personal 
intercourse with the chairman of the Committee 
| of Ways and Means, that the Mexican Govern- 
ment has intimated a desire that this instalment of 
| money, which will be due under our treaty with 


paid directly to that Government. This, then, 
| becomes the issue: Shai! this money take the cir- 
| cuit of three of the banking houses of Europe, and 
| after undergoing the financiering of a set of bank- 
| ers, reach, under a shave, the Mexican Govern- 
|ment? Or shall it be paid in a plain, direct, 
| straightforward manner to the accredited minister 
_ of that Government resident here? The Mexican 





| minister, under the direction and authority of his 


| Government, is now in this city, at the door of | 


_ your Treasury, prepared to receive the money and 


execute an acquittance to this Government for the | 


| amount, and the learned chairman of the Commit- 
| tee of Ways and Means, as | understand, has 
intimated that itis advisable, in view of the con- 
dition of the Mexican Republic, that this Govern- 
ment should anticipate the period of payment, in 
| order to enable that Government to discharge some 
| of its liabilities. The same gentleman contended 
| for the propriety of transferring the funds of the 

United States to the hands of British bankers, and 

intimated that it would be unsafe for this Govern- 

ment to put the money in the hands of the accred- 


ited agent of the Mexican Government. And why? | 


| Why, forsooth, because these are revolutionary 
| times, and because the Government of Mexico 
| might undergo a sudden transformation; Herrera 
might be dethroned, and Santa Anna placed in the 
supreme command. If this should be so, how 
would it affect the transaction? Suppose it should 
all take place, is there any force in the position 
| assumed by the chaifman of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means that this Government runs any 
hazard in paying over the money at this time, 
| whatever individual may succeed to the supreme 
/command? The proposition contains its own con- 
| demnation upon the mere statement of it. I do 
| not understand the course of reasoning or the 
judgment that dictates any alarm in case we anti- 
| Cipate the period when this money becomes due. 
| I had supposed that the time had gone by when it 
| was necessary for this Government to encourage 
| banks and bankers. 1 had supposed that General 
| Jackson had given the finishing blow to the sys- 
| tem. 
| There is no doubt that these bankers are very 
| respectable men, there are, perhaps, none more 
| so. Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs, of this city, are 
| men of high respectability—of that there is no 
| question. ‘The chairman of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means is unwilling to shave Mexico; 
| but he is quite willing to shave these bankers. 
| Shave bankers! Shave Corcoran & Riggs! Why, 
| sir, they live by shaving; they have become fatted, 
| and have grown great by shaving. Their sub- 
stance has been derived from shaving the public 
Treasury. Yes, sir, these men are already lath- 
ered and anxious to be shaved; they are waiting 
to be shaved. They make this contract for the 
purpose of a shave; but who is to be the shaver, 
and who the shaved party? What, undertake to 
shave the Barings, the bankers of all the Govern- 
ments on earth—a house that has lived by sha- 
| ving exclusively! And the honorable chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means talks about 
| shaving them! I do not look at this operation of 


of the Department of State, the Secretary of State | shaving by this Government, in the same light 
having made a contract with a British banking || that \he honorable chairman of the Committee of 


house, which contract, we are advised, is to be 
vitalized by the passage of thie bill—having been 


Ways and Means does. How is it with the 
| Mexican Government? Why, like our own, she 
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operations of this | made with reference to our action, and dependent 


| 


' 
| 


Now, I do not understand that as being natural || candor and fair dealing on ou 





| Mexico on the first day of June next, shall be || 


Sept. 18. 
_ has justcome out of a conflict of arm oe 
s—t 
cade here ceases, for ‘she came out of nets = 
gle worsted, and we came out vietorious—she i, 
pona 
creditors; ani 
Minister, ang 
% In advance 
igation, 80 f, ; 
» and we will ie 
; © money to us, and 
pay you interest on the amount for nin 
This is a transaction that is very co ; 
[t is the privilege of Mexico to make the 
| proposition, and it would be in accordance with 
ie fai r rt to 
it. Now, sir, if there is any sullvbilty-.cste in 
it for granted, from the statement of my friend = 
able chairman of the Committee of Ways 4 i 
Means, that there is—if the Mexican Minister ia 
is anthorized to receive at the hands of this Gor. 
ernment this money, in anticipation of the periog 
when it shall become due—if it is true that he ; 
authorized to receipt for it, 1 would rather as ; 
private citizen advance one hundred millions of 


_ basis—to satisfy the demands of her 
| she comes here by her accredited 
| says, If you will discharge this de 


|| dollars direct to the Government of Mexico, than 
|| to send it traveling round by a dev 


ious 
through the hands of bankers. _s 


If there is any advantage to be gaine 
profit to be made out of ia uscrerenen al 
cipating the period of its indebtedness in the pay- 
ment of this sum, let the advantage flow to a tm 
Republic, who we know needs aid and assistance 
and not deliver the interests of that Republic ove; 
to the tender mercies of a set of voracious bankers 

The honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means seems to think that it is a great 
favor to this Government for Corcoran & Kivgs 
and Baring & Brothers to take this loan, just as 
though they, or any other bankers, were governed 





|| by any other law than the law of percentage, 


This stands prominent in every argument he 
makes. But before he conc’uded his remarks he 
| was compelled to confess that these bankers were 
going to make out of the transaction about one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which these 
respectable bankers wiil of course transfer to their 
own pockets. 

Now, sir, it is for the purpose of placing this 
| issue before the House, and in the hope of doing 
| toa sister Republic perhaps a benefit—and God 
knows every member of this House ought to feel 
disposed to do that struggling Republic all the good 
he can—that | have ventured to intrude upon the 
attention of the committee in reference to this sub- 
ject, though I do not profess to be as wel! acquaint- 
ed with financiering as some gentlemen on this floor. 

Mr. EWING said, by the terms of the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, our Government stipulated to 
pay $3,500,000 a year for five years. These pay- 
ments were to be made in June of each year, so 
| that this for which they were now called to ap- 
| propriate would not be paid until June next. He 

protested most strongly against this House making 
| an appropriation for a deficit that had not occurred 
and which could not occur, until the next session 
of Congress had adjourned. 

Mr. JONES. IL ask my colleague if we are not 
now appropriating every dollar which it will be 
necessary for the Government to expend up to the 
30th June, 1851? 

Mr. EWING. We are certainly by this bill 
anticipating, by some nine or twelve months, the 
day upon which the payment is stipulated to be 
made, and which can be madeat the next ses- 
sion in time to enable the Government to discharge 
its obligations under the treaty. 

Mr. JONES. 1 do not wish to trouble my col- 
league, but I wish to say that next winter Con- 
gress will be called upon to appropriate all the 
money that will be wanted by the Government be- 
tween the 30:h day of June, 1851, and the lst July, 


852. 

Mr. EWING. What does my colleague pre- 
sume we shall gain by now making the appropria- 
uon for this Mexican indemnity ? 

Mr. BAYLY, (in his seat.) About $227,000. 

Mr. EWING. Weshall gain $227,000. How? 
By speculating with the money of the Government. 
You propose to make the payment to brokers who 
are not the persons authorized to receive it, and we 
are to make the speculation in that way. : 

Mr. McCLERNAND, With the permission 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, { will cali his 
attention to thia point: | understand that the Mex- 
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hasten the time of payment. ‘There isa vast dif- 
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ment is indebted to the Government 

on Britain. Here is a transaction by which 

Government undertakes to oy Ses indirectly 

ings & Co., some $3,000,000. Cui bono? 

~ or it gets into the hands of these bankers, 

British Government may lay its hands upon it, 

Py here, then, in that case, will arise a struggle 

pe n the British and the Mexican Govern- 

ave involving, not unlikely, our own. 

me EWING. Yes. And that is the very diffi- 

i vehich we get into by making the appropria- 
before the time. 
| 




























VINTON said, Mr. Walker eighteen months 
yh exactly the same arrangement. 
at McCLERNAND, (to Mr. Vinton.) Why 
“ou object, then, to the proposition of the gen- 


uo Yea Ohio, which follows the same prece- 


eman 


4 EWING (resuming) said, that if they made 


the appropriation as proposed, some nine months 
iefore the time when it was due, and paid it to 
ihe present Mexican Government, we should ren 
de risk of the Government being overthrown be- | 
ye that time. In that case the United States 
yould be called upon to make the payment | 
,win. But they were told that the present Mex- 
ican Government had the right to receive it. | 
He denied it. He argued that the treaty-making 
nower of the two Governments was the only 
power which could dispense with the contract 
contained in the treaty; and he said there was 
no evidence that the Mexican Government, in 
dye form, had agreed to receive the money; hence, 
if we paid it now, we should be liable to be called 
onto pay itagain, in discharge of our treaty obli- 
sions. He insisted, therefore, that the money | 
should not be paid, and said that so far from our 

setting out of difficulty by making the payment 

now, we should be likely to involve ourselves in 

creat difficulties. ; 

"Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 desire to 

know whether my colleague desires this money 

to be transhipped to Mexico? or, whether he does 

not expect that either now or next winter the Gov- 

ernment must authorize the employment of some | 













gent ? 

Mr, EWING. Unquestionably. The treaty 
provides that the money shall be paid at the city 
of Mexico. The Executive agents of the two 
Governments can determine the mode, but cannot 





ference. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I understand 





my colleague to object to the proposition to trans- 
fer this money by the agency of merchants, who 
shall give their obligation to pay it at the proper 
ume in the city of Mexico: I ask if he expects to 
dispense altogether with such an agency? 

Mr. EWING. Notatall. Butif we hasten 
the time of payment nine months, we take the 
risk for nine months of the solvency of the parties, 
and of the stability of the present Government of 
Mexico. If we do not make the appropriation 
until itis necessary, in time to reach the city of 
Mexico by the first of June, we do not run the 
risk Of the insolvencies, difficulties and embarrass- 
ments that may crowd upon the commercial world 
before June next. They were asked to appro- 
priate the money now, and make some $70,000 or 
$80,000 by the operation. It might be all safe. 
He had no right to impugn—he did not impugn 
the solvency of the agents whom it was proposed 
to employ—he did not impugn the solvency of any 
oneof whom he knew nothing; but this he did 
say, if the Government embarked in these specu- 
lative operations it would find itself some day in- 
volved in great difficulty and losses in conse- 
quence, 

Now, he would ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, why it was that they 
could not make the appropriation at the next 


~ session of Congress, and this money be paid to 


Mexico by the 30th of June? 

Mr. BAYLY. In answer to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, who asks why this bill cannot be 
passed at the next session of Congress, I beg to. 
say, what I have already said, that unless these 
bankers have some time, they can give no pre- 
mium at all. On the contrary, if you throw 


| $3,500,000 on the exchange of the Mexican mar- 


ketat once, without any time to work it off, so far 
from getting a premium you will have to paya 
premium or export the ie. 

he gentleman from Tennessee says you run 





the riek of the solvency of these banking houses. || before the money has been appropriated by Con- 
y, we do not pay a dollar under this contract || gress. he niieman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
until we have the receipt of the Mexican Govern- | wine,} and Silene on that side of the ma 
ment, There is a scene occurring in this House || who have urged that objection, are probably not 
which it is my duty to expose. A parcel of spec- aware that in so doing the present Executive has 
ulators are about the Hail misrepresenting this only followed the precedent set him by Mr. Polk; 
es from beginning to end. é | and all the remarks of that gentleman condemna- 
. r. ae % trust my aoe poe gt | tory of what has now been done, are equally a 
e course which he recommended the other day, ection on the last Administration. e did 
and not lose his temper. [A laugh.) | not say this for the purpose of reflecting on the 
Mr. BAYLY. If my friend from ‘lennessee will || last Administration. So far from that, he a 
excuse me, { am not losing my temper. I! never || proved then and now of the policy of making the 
was in better temper in my lifé, but | am speaking || contract in advance of the appropriation. When 
loud so as to be heard, which is very difficult in || the first instalment was to be provided for, the last 
the confusion of the Hall. | Administration had made a contract with the Ba- 


Mr. EWING. If the gentleman means that I || rings to pay the money to Mexico for a premium 











am influenced by speculators—— || of 4§ per cent. instead of 3}, the rate now agreed 
Mr. BAYLY, (in his seat.) Certainly I do | upon. He, (Mr. V.,) as chairman of the Ways 
not. _ |} and Means, had then inquired into the subject, 
Mr. EWING, (continuing his sentence,) he is || which, like the present contract, was the topic of 
greatly mistaken, for | know none of them. | some conversation similar im its nature to what ia 


[Some gentleman was understood to suggest, in || now afloat. On looking into the subject, he was 
an under tone, that if the money were paid now, fully satisfied, that in making the contract in ad- 
| 


ican Government at a discount. ] 

Mr. EWING. The whole matter comes out 
now. You are going to speculate upon the Mex- 
ican Government. ‘i‘hat Government is in want, 
and is willing to take payment of this instalment 
in advance and make a deduction. He objected 


est of the United States; that by making the con- 
tract so as to give to the agents of the Government 
a longer time than intervenes between the appro- 
priation and the day of payment, to place soylarge 
an amount of money in a foreign country, and at 
U || the same time adapt it to the commercial wants of 
to any such financial transaction on the part of our || Mexico, as well as to their own convenience, bet- 
Government. He objected to the Unued States | ter terms could-be obtained than if the making of 
undertaking to pay this money to Mexico anterior || the contract with the Government were postponed 
to the time when it was due, for the purpose of spec- || to near the day of payment. He was satisfied, 
ulation. He objected to the Government involving || that in doing this the late Administration had 
itself with private persons in a transaction of this4) adopted a sound and wise policy. Accordingly, 
nature. Whenever the time at which it was due || he had made no complaint of the Administrauon 
arrived, let them pay the money to the agent au- || then, nor did any one on this side of the House 
thorized to receive it, who knew the best mode of || take auy exception to what had been done. The 
transhipment or exchange, and deliver it in the || premium obtained by the last Administration was 
city of Mexico in such manner as should relieve || 4) per cent., being one per tent. more than the 
us of our treaty obligation to make this payment. | premium now contracted for; but at that time ex- 

Mr. VINTON said he was quite sure that if || change between the United States and England 
the committee had listened to the remarks made || was full three per cent. less than now, while the 
by the gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. Kine,} || Mexican export duty on specie was four and a 
and the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


ee of half per cent. greater than now. Both of these 
Means, (Mr. Baycy,] on this subject, it would not |! changes operate against the premium, and their 


be necessary to go into any argument to satisfy | due influence would probably exceed considerably 


our Government could get the receipt of the Mex- vance, the Administration had consulted the inter- 








the committee that the proposed amendment of || the difference between the premium obtained then 
his colleague (Mr. Disney) ought not to be adopted. || and now. Giving due weight to all the circum- 
He should not, therefore, enter at all into the de- || stances, the present is probablyjthe more favorable 
tails of the arrangement which the Secretary of || contract to the United States; though, he had no 
State had made with the parties who had been || doubt, the last Administration got the best terms it 
named to pay the coming instalment to the Mex- || could obtain. Gentlemen complain of this con- 
ican Government. What he desired, however, | tract, and denounce it because the Barings, who 
particularly to state was, that-the bill now under || are British bankers, are parties to it. Here, too, 
consideration making an appropriation for the || the precedent of the late Administration has been 
payment of the third instalment, is an exact copy || followed with an addition only of American par- 
of the act making appropriations for the first two || ties, The last Administration contracted with the 
instalments. When it became necessary to pro- || Barings alone, the very same British bankers, to 
vide for the first instalment, he (Mr. V.) was chair- || pay the first instalment. The present contract, 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. This || besides the responsibility of the British house, 
was under the administration of President Polk. || has added to it two American houses of known 
His attention was early called to this subject by || credit, soundness and ability. But the Barings 
the Executive, at the first session of the last Con- || are known to the whole commercial world; 
gress. After an examination of the subject he || and though the contract of the late Adminis- 
had then reported a bill in the precise form now || tration was with the British house alone, sull 
adopted. ‘l'wo instalments had already been paid || it was safe enough, But the gentleman from 
under laws precisely like the present bill, and the || Illinois, ([Mr. McCLernanp,] the chairman of the 
payments under those laws had been mace in a || Commitee on Foreign Affairs, sees a very deep- 
manner satisfactory to the country and to Mexico; || laid plot in making the Barings a party to this con- 
and he had heard no good reasom assigned why || tract. He says that Mexico owes a large amount 
a new precedent should now be established. Gen- || to England, and that the plan is to get this money 
tlemen had taken exception to the arrangement || into the hands of the Barings, in England, where 
which had been made with the parties named to || the British Government can seize the money of 
pay the money to Mexico, as the agent of the |} Mexico in payment of her det. He (Mr. V.) 
United States; and the argument went upon the as- || believed that Mexico was indebted to the subjects 
sumption that this was a bili to recognize and con- of Great Britain; but he had never before heard 
firm that arrangement. So far from it, this was || that Mexico owed anything to the Government of 
nothing but a mere naked appropriation bill, put- || that coupuy. And if the fact were so, here also 
ting into the hands of the Executive the money nee || the present Administration is but following in the 
cessary to meet the instalment falling due. It says || footsteps of the last. *Mexico, two years ago, 
nothing about the contract which the Secretary || owed as much to the people of Great Britain as at 
of State has made with the Government bankers to || the present time, and there was the same opporiu- 
pay tbe money. It neither affirms nor disaffirms | nity then as how to seize the money of Mexico 
that contract, and it knows nothing of the con- || in the hands of the Barings. But it was not done, 
tract. If the money-be appropriated, it will be- | for the best of reasons; because it could not be 
come the duty of the President to direct t done. Whatis this contract? The parties con- 
means and mode of payment, and for the faithful || \racting with our Government engage to pay to 
and proper discharge of the duty, he will be re- || Mexico, at the city of Mexico, three muliigne 
sponsible to Congress and the country. The || three hundred and sixty thousand dollars, due 
main ground of objection seems to be, that a con- |! from this country to that on the 30th of May next, 
tract, providing the terms and mode of payment, || For so doing the Government,of the Unued States 
has been entered into by the present Executive |! agrees to pay to these parties the same amount 


\ 
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less three and a half per cent., or less one hundred | of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. 

and sevénteen “thousand six hundred dollars. | Bayzy] to offer a resolution closing the debate. 

When they get their money, like other persons |) 
1} 


they have a right todo what they please with it— 
leave it here or carry it off to England; it is none 
of ovr business or concern which. It is their 
money and not the money of Mexico. Suppose, 
then, they take it to Enziand: what next? ‘I'he 
gentleman from Illinois is a lawyer, and acquainted 
with British as well as American law. What right 
- has either the Government of Great Britain, or her 
citizens who are creditors of Mexico, to seize the 
money of the Barings? Would not the Barings 
still be obliged to pay Mexico and obtain her dis 


1 
} 
i} 
i} 


| 
j 


| 
| 
| 


charge of the liabilities of the United States, and |, 
thus lose the whole sum? Or if before the seizure | 


of the money and the execution of, this 


ihc Barings, they had paid the money to Mexico, 


lot of || 


in that case would they not lose the whole? They || 


could not in any event escape from paying Mex- 
ico. No doubt the gentleman from I!linois has been 


|| ing to go into Committee of the Whole on the state 


told that this plot actually exists; but if the gen- || 
tleman, before putting out that charge, had suffered || 
himeseif to reflect for a moment, he never would || 


have made it; for he could not have failed to per- | 
ceive iow stupid it is to suppose the Barings to be | 
green enough to enter into a plot to the tune of 
three and a quarter millions out of their own pock- 
ets. 
But his colleague [Mr. Cartrer] makes an as- | 
sault upon one of the American parties to this con- | 
tract, and indulges very freely in barsh epithets 
against Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs, who, he is 
pleased to say, have fattened till they are bloated | 
with wealth, by shaving the Government. 
happens that these gentleman are weil known to 
us all; and we all know that there are no more | 
honorable men in the country—none more above | 
all reproach than they. When, how, or where, | 
did they ever shave the Government of the United 


It so || 


The motion having been agreed to— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a resolution, in the usual 
terms, providing that all debate in Committee of 


| the Whole on the state of the Union on said bill 
should términate in five minutes after its consider- || 


ation should have been resumed. 

The resolution was alopted. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that: the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, 

Mr. GILBERT asked the unanimous consent | 
of the House to give notice of the introduction of | 
certain bills. 

The SPEAKER said, there was a motion pend- 


of the Union, but the gentleman from California | 
{Mc. Gitserr] could at any time give the notice 
under the rule. 





The motion of Mr. Barty having been then 
agreed to— | 
The House again resolved itself into Committee of 


| the Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed 
| the consideration of the Mexican indemnity bill. 


| 


States, or had the opportunity to do it, if they || 


were disposed ? 
would enlighten us on this subject, and inform us | 
what he understands shaving to be. He supposed | 
his colleague had allusion to their contracts with 


the Government during the last eee ae that the bill places the responsibility on the Presi- 
nd 


for a large amount of the Government loan. 
how did they get that contract, and in what way 
did they shave the Government? The United | 
Siates were obliged to borrow money to meet the 

expenses of the Mexican wart, but the Secretary 
of the Treasury was required by law to advertise 
rome two months or more inviting bidders, and 


He would be glad his colleague || 


| 
| 


Mr. DISNEY said, he had but a word to say 


| in reply to what had’fallen from gentlemen around 


him. ‘The debate had taken a range far beyond 


| anything he had contemplated when he proposed 
| his amendment. 


He did not discover in all the 
plausible but superficial arguments of those gen- 
ymen who advocated this measure, any solid 
objection which had been urged against his amend- 
ment. His object was to set aside the present 
contracts. Beyond that he had no object. It was 
his desire that this contract should be thrown open | 
to the market, so thatevery oné might have the 
opportunity to make an offer for it. He would 
leave the Secretary of the Treasury at liberty to 
use his own discretion in the selection of agents. 
A single word only in reply to the specious ar- 
guments in defence of the bill. The argument is, 





dent of the United States where it rightly belongs. 
He did not allow that his amendment changed the 
bill in that respect. It did not relieve the Presi- 
dent of this responsibility. The duties of the Ex- 
ecutive are defined by the Constitution, It is not 
in our power either to enlarge or to diminish these 
duties, In the daily legislation of this House, we | 
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| change on London at Mexico is eightee 
| Now, as I stated in my openi 
| body is aware that the exchange betw 
| Places, independently of any legal impediment, 
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The tleman from Ohio } 

has onid dial the geatleman ots Tee . 

proved by his remarks the truth of his siatemey 
at this matter of foreign excha 

understood by anathous. I fare hire ee lie 


assure hi 
gentleman from Tennessee is righty and ent 


entirely wrong; and he says there j ; 
derived from official entherity, showing 4 ae = 


" per 
ng remarks, war. 


een two 


cannot be much more than the cost 
ing specie. Of tranepor. 

Mr. DISNEY (the floor being yielded 
the proposition is undoubtedly true, that the 
of the transmission of the money, together = 
the insurance, transit duty, drayage, &c, — 
up the whole cost. He then read an officia| Stat : 
ment of the items of cost for transmitting the 
money from the city of Mexico to London, amoun, 
ing to 11} per cent; yet the gentleman from Vir. 
ginia (he said) talks about two per cent. p 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘The gentleman from Ohio oy ht 
to understand, that in stating the exchanges c 
tween two countr 3s, the charge of transportation 
from interior towns is never included, but op! 
from the port of shipment—from Vera Cruz in 
this case —— 

Mr. DISNEY. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a single question? 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 

Mr. DISNEY. If he had-$100 in the city of 
Mexico, and wished to transport it to Londop 
I ask, what it would cost to get it there? : 

Mr. BAYLY. It would cost the freight, in. 
surance, the duty, and a small per centage for 
transacting the business. 

The gentlemen from Ohio, in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, has said that the nominal 
exchange between this country and England, 
which is 9} per cent. does not exist in Mexico, 
My friend explained correctly, that it grows ou 
of the difference of the value of the sovereign, 
we make it $4 84, while in England it is 4 44, 
So much for the gold. But in respect to silver: 
we all know that silver is not a legal tender in 
England, except to a very small extent. It is not 
a legal tender in any sum over forty shillings, 
The consequence is, that silver dollars are purely 
a matter of merchandize in the London market. 
It is only valuable as bullion. Well, the selling 
price of a Mexican dollar in England is generally 


) said, 


ee ave: .. ones nee ee ee 


bound to give the loan tq those who bid and paid 
the most for the stock of the United States. All 
the world was invited to come forward as bidders. 


| recognize the constituuional duties of the Presi- 
| dent, and contradict, the arguments which have 
| been made against the amendment. His colleague 


about four shillings and two pence, which is about 
seven and a half per cent. below the value of the 
Mexican dollar. So that the nominal exchange in 





All bid as much as they thought proper; and the 
result was, that Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs ob- 
tained the greater part of the loan. And why? 
Simply because they offered to pay more money 
for the stock than the Government would find any 
one else.in all the wide world willing to pay for it. | 
Tnis is the only way they ever shaved the Gov- | 
ernment, so far as ever known, It is true they 
had made a good deal of money out of this opera- 
tion, and he (Mr. V.) was glad they had done it; 
and why had they made it? Because since tne 
olose of the war, the commercial condition of the 
couniry had been such as to give an abundant and 
overfiowing revenue; and this state of the Treasu- 
ry had caused a large advance in the price of Gov- 
ernment securities. But suppose, on the other | 
hand, that a commercial revuision had followed 
the war, as was confidently anucipated by many 
of the best informed and most sagacious persons, | 


which would necessarily have brought with it a |) 


waat of revenue to meet the wants and demands | 
of the Government, and a consequent decline in 
the price of etocks, these contractors for the stock 
wouid, in all probability, have been ruined. So 
that 1 will be seen, that ae prosperity de- 
pended on the rote of the couniry, it 19 far 
better for us all that they should be gainers rather 
than losers by their contract. Mr. V. said he 
would repeat, that the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey, [Mr. Kine,] and the chairman of the Ways 
and Means, had so fully explained the terms and 
advantages of the contract now made with these 
parties to pay to Mexico the next instalment, that 
he weuld not weary the committee by going into 
its details. He hoped the bill would pass without 
amend ment. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the committee rise, 
in order to afford an opportunity to the chairman 
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| 
| 


| 


| 


[Mr. Vinton] had stated that this bill was a copy 
of the bill which was formerly passed by Con- 
gress. His colleague had asked, ‘* Why should 
it be altered ?’’ Aye, why? Why, because, in this 
case the House is advertised, that there has been a 
party not excitable by any nice feelings or im- 
pulses of patriotism, who have stepped forward, 
and seized the opportunity, and possessed them- 
selves of this contract; and if you pass this bill, 
you either directly or indirectly give a sanction to 
a contract thus made. That was the reason why 
this bill should be made different from the former 
bill. This contract also not only covers the pres- 
ent payment, but extends also to the payments of 
the next instalment to Mexico. 

He put this question to the gentleman: Does 
not this case present one which covers both the 
present payment and that which is to be made 
hereafter? The gentleman says not. 

His colleague had represented this question as 
one which was involved in intricacy: and certainly 
his colleague had been very happy i disentangling 
it by his tlustrations, His colleague had stated that 
it was connected with financial circumstances 
which few men could understand. The actual 
value of the transportation of specie from Mexico 
to London, and to the United States, was to bé 
estimated by the rate of exchange, which was from 
eleven to twelve per cent. That was the rate of 
exchange between London and Mexico. So that 
Jogeoran & Riggs agreed to pay three and a half 
ten for what they would be enabled to sell 
at eleven or twelve per cent. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he did not intend to detain 
the committee with many remarks; indeed, he 
was not sure that he should have added anything 
were it not to supply some omissions which he 
had made in his opening remarks. 








respect to silver is about the same as in respect to 
gold. 

Why, sir, it is not worth while for anybody to 
stop to inquire about this matter. The thing speaks 
for itself. When you can carry specie from Mex- 


ico to London by paying the export duty, five and - 


a half per cent., and the cost of transmission, one 
and a half, making seven per cent., it is absurd to 
“nor real exchange is eighteen per cent. 

he gentleman from ‘Tennessee (Mr. Ewne] 
seemed to suppose that there would be some inee- 
curity to the Government in this transaction. He 
says, if you advance money to these bankers, and 
in the mean time they should fail, you will love 
the whole sum advanced. Now, in the first place 
the bankers will pay interest on the advances made 
to them; and as they are money lenders rather 
than money borrowers, it is not probabie they will 
ask for any advances. They will be required to 
give security. lt is known that the Barings, A» 
pinwall & Co., and Corcoran & Riggs, are large 
holders of Government stocks, The securities, 
therefore, that they will probably give, will be the 
hypothecation of your own stocks to secure 
advances should they be made; and it is uuerly 
impossible, therefore, that the Government can 
run any risk in this transaction. Besides, who 
are the Barings? They are already the 
bankers of this Government, Millions of dotlars 


of our money pass through their hands every yee! 
All of our ministers abroad are paid through the 


Barings; and through them also are made our 
other disbursements in foreign countries, They 
have been approved as being most able and faith 
fulagents of this Government, The Gov 

has never lost a dollar in any transaction 
them. On the contrary, the faith of Go 
ment has never failed to be redeemed while 





little 


t the 


he ig 


ony 
eX. 








PUBLI 


gist Cone 
pave been 
There is @ 
they are al 
tions, that 
if we are te 
J hope we 
tute 

Sir, we OF 
urs. My 
in the treat 
to our citi 
yndertook 
minister, 
States mink 
made of 
this hour t 
tell where 
and the 
the mone 
Governme 
the faith o 
ate from 
payment 
money hai 
bat notad 
ury heres 
] desire 
should ex 
out whe 
child, an 
lar course 
in the fur’ 
burnt. 
the hands 
this Gove 

But th 
make thi 
willingly 

Now, 
without 
and rati 
nations, 
stalment 
shall be 
first day 
By wha 
that t 
of a less 

Mr. ¢ 
of the ¢ 
power 
change 

Mr, 
power? 
United 
was th 
ments. 
anybod 
materi 
money; 





r, 
Dol ul 
the m 
Mexic§ 
under 
payme 
r 
gene 
M. 
then? 
Mr 
ereig 
of the 
the 
re 
the O 
and 








aid i] ~ 
< | | 
Py Y 
a + 
. 
i a 
S 
| Tees 
‘ 
Ps yn 
9 
F et 7 
b i 
re Ghee Be 
a 
? 
;: E 
. P* a 
# a 
A 
y 
P 3 % 
RM 
~ St 
eS 
p a ‘ 
1 
a2 
f 4 
a ‘ 
. — 
ete 
A 
a MS r € 
. 3) at 
a a, * ; 
a 
i 
ra vg 
4 - 
s t's 
2 at es 
t eee 
a / . 
H i 5 
| f eT 
F — 
nA a 
x 
Ja 
& a 
3 
i 
4 a 
x, b i P 
re a 
* 4 
or iy - 
: ra 
vA f 
> eel eZ 
>a 
ri 
% 
. 
5 
; Rae ae: 
e ‘ 
F 4 
a am Pay 
2 Siero 8 
r 
re 
rr > } 
ea eg ot 
~ Z 4 
x) nes | 
9 a i 
Dee epee ce i 
ee ee | 
4 
r a eo is, aie | 
7 * b 
Bi > 
= 7 aye 
* _ ft 
. i 
Sam | 
BS { 
B | 
i = eae 
vi ne 
p i 
Maru ret 2k) 
ae ‘ i 
re ; 
> 
f a 
| 
| - n | 
a ee 
? p ea | 
y 3 7 P A 
SH) 
3 BES s4 
Z H ease 
‘ + Pe ee | 
Fa fe 
i | 
' * 
: Pi y 
a i 
| + 
i a | 
GRIER: eS nf 
} , %: cn ie 
' , - 7 
; oi : 
} } 
' A a fa 
f ' ” cn ma | 
[=a Seer ata 
oman Be cr, ee. ie 
| \s 17 
|) : ae 
AH . 1B: 
= f hes 
= os f ¥ 
4 ++ 
% a Co ve : 
bs y SSy 
att | 
ka 4 
a | 
fs 
i 
; 
f 7 
2 # ee 


